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We celebrated a remarkable fiscal year for public 
funding and advocacy for NPL! With the support of 
181 NPL Ambassadors, we collected 750 thank you 
cards for the Mayor and Council during our Thank-
a-Thon and filled the Council Chamber for the reading 
of a Resolution honoring NPL workers during National 
Library Week. These efforts did not go unnoticed. In a 
flat budget year, NPL secured additional operating funds 
for Donelson Branch staff and translation services, as 
well as an unprecedented capital investment in major 
maintenance, two branch renovations, and planning for 
two new branches. 

Our commitment to cultivating NPL’s treasury of stories 
is not just about the volumes lining our shelves. It is 
also about the lives touched, the minds expanded, 
and the connections forged. With NPL’s innovative 
programming, NPLF’s strategic partnerships, and your 
unwavering support, we have extended the reach of our 
library beyond its physical walls to power literacy, life 
skills, and connection for all.  

Thank you for being a part of our work.  

Gratefully,  

 
Shawn Bakker
President 
Nashville Public Library Foundation

We are fortunate to have so much good news 
to report. Fiscal year 2024 was one of new 

opportunities for growth and gratitude. 

The brightest news of the year is our launch of a major 
fundraising campaign to grow resources for early 
literacy at the library, for which NPLF received the 
largest gift in our history. Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library generously donated $4.5 million and tens of 
thousands of its Imagination Library books to support 
NPL’s groundbreaking early literacy initiative, 
Begin Bright.  

More than $1 million was raised through fundraising 
events this year. Beloved author Kate DiCamillo joined 
us for a weekend of activities as the Literary Award 
Honoree. In celebration of her visit, we funded the 
creation of a new Wishing Chair Productions puppet 
show based on her book La La La: A Story of Hope.  

In the spring, our Picnic with the Library brought together 
a record number of families to support children’s 
programming and our active emerging leaders, Next 
Chapter Society, hosted a fabulous evening with the 
puppets of String City: Nashville’s Tradition of Music 
and Puppetry. 

This year, 1,370 donors and corporate partners 
contributed more than $12.8 million. As Terri’s letter 
articulates, the Library employed these dollars to bolster 
and expand some of its most popular initiatives for 
Nashvillians of all ages. 
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Great things 
happen when a 

city and a library 
come together.

At the Votes for Women Room—one of its kind in 
the U.S.—people from across the city and nation came 
to participate in meaningful community programs on 
women’s movements, voting, and gender.

The Talking Library offered an average of 732 hours 
of content a month, as volunteers read books, read the 
news, and provided other audio programs to listeners 
who are blind, have low vision, cannot hold  
or turn the pages of a book, or have a certified  
reading disability.

At NPL, the joys of reading, learning, and coming 
together begin and end with our customers.

From the songs and laughter of story time to the 
transformational moments of tech classes for seniors, 
our customers fill NPL with hope and positivity with 
every visit.

Great things happen when a city and a library  
come together.

On behalf of the NPL staff, I want to thank you for 
supporting the library — as customers, as volunteers, 
and as donors.

Thank you for making the 2024 fiscal year one  
of excellence. 

We are grateful for you. And we look forward to serving 
you in 2025.

Gratefully,  

Terri M. Luke 
Interim Director 
Nashville Public Library

I believe in the power and promise of  
public libraries.

And when a community embraces a library the way 
Nashville embraces NPL, the possibilities are endless — 
and so is the joy. NPL’s customers helped make the 2024 
fiscal year a success.

They borrowed more than 6.5 million items from the 
library collection, attended more than 18,000 programs, 
visited our 21 locations more than 2.7 million times, and 
signed up for more than 49,000 library cards.

The June 24 grand opening of the new Donelson Branch 
Library was an especially momentous day, as more than 
2,200 people came out to celebrate.

Meanwhile, thanks to our Limitless Libraries lending 
partnership with Metro Nashville Public Schools, NPL 
took its books and materials to the campuses  
of more than 86,000 students, educators, and  
school librarians.

What’s more, last school year, NPL leveraged its books 
and materials purchasing power to help Metro’s school 
libraries save more than $650,000.

The Nashville After Zone Alliance served more than 
2,800 students by funding quality afterschool  
and summertime programs, all at no cost to  
Nashville’s families.

A traveling children’s librarian — a first for NPL — 
brought more than 230 early literacy programs to 
communities surrounding eight branches that do not 
have a dedicated, full-time children’s librarian.

NPL’s website, including the online library catalog, is 
now available in Arabic, Burmese, Kurdish, Somali, 
Spanish, and Vietnamese.



Bringing Books to Life
BBTL equips parents and 
childcare center teachers with 
fun and practical ways to build 
pre-reading skills. In 2024, BBTL 
provided 941 workshops focused 
on improving early literacy skills 
to 14,610 attendees.  Conversations@NPL

Special Collections hosts quarterly 
Conversations@NPL. This season 
featured notable speakers and 
authors such as Arshay Cooper and 
Kathrine Switzer, who discussed 
how sports have shaped their lives. 

BeWell
In FY24, Be Well offered 3,900 
wellness programs to over 32,000 
participants, including physical and 
mental health, nutrition, lactation 
counseling, and garden education. 
The initiative provides nearly 4,000 
free programs annually, ensuring 
equitable access to important 
health and wellness information. 
85% of participants planned to 
make a health change based on 
what they learned. 

     

StudioNPL 
Studio NPL served over 15,500 
students, and the results are 
impressive: 100% report increase 
in understanding of tech tools; 
85% report an introduction 
to new careers and pathways; 
72% report higher academic 
achievement. 

General Collection
Patrons borrowed 6 million books 
and materials from Nashville Public 
Library’s collection in FY24.
     

Digital Inclusion
In FY24, the Digital Inclusion 
program provided 505 technology 
help sessions, 118 in-person 
classes, and distributed computer 
devices to 236 older adults. As 
a result, 99% of participants 
reported feeling more 
knowledgeable about using  
digital resources.     

Book-A-Librarian 
This year, Book-A-Librarian allowed 
2,800+ patrons one-on-one help 
with basic computer questions, 
job search and resume building, 
homework, proctoring, notary 
services, and more.   

Archives 
In FY24, Metro Archives launched 
the Nashville Enslaved and Free 
People of Color Database, which 
connects individuals with their 
ancestral roots, preserves lost 
heritage, and honors Nashville's 
diverse identities.    

Summer Reading
In Summer 2024, over 11,000 
readers collectively completed 
343,956 days of reading—an 
astounding 150% beyond the 
original goal. 

As a company, Wishing Chair 
Productions and Puppet Truck 
presented 960 programs to 
more than 75,000 attendees.H
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As a department of Metro Nashville, Nashville Public Library receives the majority of its 
funding directly from the city. Nashville Public Library Foundation was created in 1997 to 
enhance the Library's programs, facilities, and collections beyond the city's budget. 

To view the Library 
Foundation's annual 
audited financial 
statements, as well 
as our IRS Form 990, 
visit www.nplf.org/
annual-report. 

NPLF is working to build a steady stream of 
resources so that NPL can not only launch 
groundbreaking initiatives, but sustain them 
into the future. Using donor contributions and 
earnings from the Foundation endowment funds, 
NPLF secured more than $14.4 million to benefit 
Nashville Public Library.

$15.7  
MILLION

$3.3M   PROGRAMS + COLLECTIONS + LIBRARY NEEDS
 
$11.1M Restricted for BEGIN BRIGHT EARLY LITERACY 

$1.3M  FOUNDATION OPERATIONS

How Donations Are Used

We are careful stewards 
of our donors' funds.

Total Foundation 
Revenue for 2024



 

Gifts of $1,000,000+
Dettwiller Foundation
The Dollywood Foundation 
Sandra Schatten Foundation

Gifts of $100,000 - $999,999 
Amazon, Inc. 
Dollar General Literacy 
Foundation 

Institute of Museum and  
Library Services 

Joe C. Davis Foundation 
Alan Krantz, in memory of  
Dr. Sandford B. Krantz 

Marlene and Spencer  
Hays Foundation 

Elizabeth and Larry Papel* 
PNC Bank 
The James Stephen  
Turner Family Foundation 

  
Gifts of $25,000 to $99,999 
Advance Financial Foundation 
AllianceBernstein 
Anonymous 
Melinda and Jeff Balser* 
Cassidy and Dierks Bentley,  
RISER Foundation* 

Anita Cochran* 
Comcast Foundation 
Community Foundation  
of Middle Tennessee 

Anne Davis and Karl Dean,  
Anne Davis and Karl Dean 
Advised Fund*+ 

Dollar General 
Federal Communications 
Commission 

Carol and Robert Frist, Carol K. 
and Robert A. Frist M.D. Fund*+ 

HCA Healthcare Foundation 
Martha R. Ingram, Martha  
Rivers Ingram Advised Fund*+ 

Michael Shane Neal* 
Juli Mosley* 
Jennifer and Eric Paisley,  
Rechter Family Fund*+ 

Pinnacle Financial Partners, Inc. 
Tennessee Titans Foundation 
The Memorial Foundation 
The Nissan Foundation 
The William and Eugenia 
Cammack Fund 

UBS Financial Services, Inc. 
Vanderbilt University 
Vanderbilt University Medical 
Center 

West End Home Foundation 
Jerry and Ernie Williams* 
 
Gifts of $10,000 to $24,999 
Best Buy Foundation- Blue Gives 
Back Program  

Brown Brothers Harriman & Co. 
Ann and Frank Bumstead* 
Cathy and Clay Jackson,  
Caritas Foundation* 

Rosalyn Carpenter* 
Katie and Kevin Crumbo* 
Deloitte 
Kathryn K. Dettwiller 
Anne and Robert Doolittle* 
Economic Club of Nashville 

Annette Eskind* 
Flood Bumstead McCready  
& McCarthy 

Google Fiber 
Greater Nashville  
Chinese Association 

Lucy and Jeff Haynes* 
HCA|TriStar Health 
Joan and John Hindle 
Ingram Content Group 
Jackson National Life  
Insurance Company 

Robin and Bill King* 
Monell's 
Lindsay and Tyson Moore* 
Kimberly and Brad Paisley* 
Ann Patchett and  
Karl VanDevender* 

Joelle and Brant Phillips* 
Red Light Management 
Susannah and Zulu Scott-Barnes* 
Sherrard, Roe, Voigt and 
Harbison, LLC* 

Jackie Shrago* 
Shirley and Stuart Speyer,  
Shirley and Stuart Speyer  
Family Fund*+ 

Brenda and Joe Steakley,  
The Steakley Family Fund*+ 

Stones River Woman's Club 
Jane Sweeney 
Taco Bell Foundation 
The Blakney Foundation 
WME Entertainment 
 
Gifts of $5,000 to $9,999 
Vandana and Rick Abramson 
Amy and Kenneth Adams 
Aladdin Industries  
Foundation, Inc. 

Anonymous* 
Aon Corporation 
Grace and Carl Awh* 
Bank of America Foundation 
Belmont University 
BNA Nashville  
International Airport 

Boyle Investment Company 
Cynthia and Scott Brooks* 
Tricia and Ben Carswell* 
Pamela and Michael Carter 
Caterpillar Financial  
Services Corporation 

Mary Ann McCready and  
Pickslay Cheek 

Katlin and Ross Copperman 
CoreCivic 
Sondra and Doug Cruickshanks* 
Josephine and John Darwin 
Georgette and Shervin Eftekhari 
Jamie and Billy Eskind, William H. 
Eskind Advised Fund*+ 

Donna and Jeffrey Eskind* 
Kate and Steven Ezell* 

FirstBank 
Karyn McLaughlin Frist,  
Karyn McLaughlin Frist Fund+ 

Cathy Fuchs* 
Genesco, Inc. 
Elena Goss and Bob Valentine 
Barbara and Greg Hagood 
Hastings Architecture, LLC 
Leslie and Charles Higgins* 
Hip Donelson, Inc.  
Holland & Knight 
Vicki and Rick Holton* 
Lauren and Edmund Jackson 
Lillias and Will Johnston* 
Cassie and Charles Kelley 
Ann and Owen Kelly* 
Anne T. Knauff 
Lee Pratt and Neil Krugman* 
Melissa and Andrew Lasher 
Gina and Dick^ Lodge 
Susan and Stephen Mathews* 
Ann Meador and  
Jonathan Shayne* 

Paige and Travis Messina 
Barbara and Roger Moutenot 
Nashville Electric Service  
Nelson Mullins Riley & 
Scarborough, LLC 

Marian and Craig Ott, The Philip 
Family Advised Fund*+ 

Kristin and Carter Paine* 
Parnassus Books, LLC 
Jennifer Puryear* 
Tara Scarlett and  
Michael Peacock 

Silicon Ranch 
Keith Simmons* 
Martha J. Sneed 
State of Tennessee 
Rhonda Taylor and Kevin Forbes* 
The Mathews Company* 
The Turner Family Office 
The Ryman Hospitality  
Properties Foundation 

The Willard R. and Frances J. 
Hendrix Foundation 

Ellen and Joseph Torrence* 
Byron Trauger* 
United Community  
Bank Foundation 

Josephine VanDevender and  
Giles Ward 

Katy Varney and Dave Goetz,  
The Clearview Fund*+ 

Veronica Votypka and  
Russell McLean 

Robert Wahl* 
Melissa and Jay Wellons 
Wells Fargo Bank 

Gifts of $2,500 to $4,999 
Craig Adkisson 
Jean Ann and Barry Banker * 
McLean and Damon Barbieri* 
BlueCross BlueShield of 
Tennessee Community Trust 

Claudia and Gordon Bonnyman* 
Boulevard Bolt 
Samantha and Chris Boyd* 
Andrea Conte and Philip Bredesen 
Lynn and Cory Brown 
Wyeth and Edward Burgess* 
Trudy and Bill Carpenter* 
Scott Chambers, Scott C. 
Chambers Fund*+ 

Chef’s Market 
Carol and Paul Ciolino* 
Caroline A. Davis* 
Ann and Kirby Davis* 
Caroline and Rascoe Dean 
Rebecca Diggs* 
ExpandED Schools, Inc. 
Kelsey and Robert Finger 
Harpeth Hall 
Page and Bzur Haun* 
Julie and Scott Haynes* 
Carrie & Damon Hininger* 
Robin Holab-Abelman and 
Stephen Abelman* 

Denice and Milton Johnson, R. 
Milton and Denice Johnson 
Family Advised Fund*+ 

Susan Kupisch* 
Kristine LaLonde and  
Claudio Mosse* 

Briana Jamison and  
Frank Loughlin* 

Susie Mackie* 
Meghan Gwaltney and  
Alvaro Manrique Barrenechea* 

Betty and Conn McConnell,  
Betty and Conn McConnell 
Charitable Fund+* 

Messer Construction Company 
Donna and Gerald Nicely* 
Melinda Noblitt 
OakPoint Real Estate 
Marguerite and Kevin Orndorff* 
Polly Picard 
Emmie and Stephen Rick 
Kate and Eric Schneider* 
Carole and John Sergent 
Caroline and Gary Shockley* 
Kate Skakerberg and  
Shane Burroughs* 

Rebecca and Michael Swan* 
Cecelia and Patrick Theobald* 
Carla and Greg Thurman* 
United Way of Greater Nashville 
The CityLiving Group | Parks 
Jessica and Dan Viner* 
Linda and Alexander Waddell* 
Elizabeth C. Walls, Colton Family 
Advised Fund*+ ^ Deceased

* Denotes membership in the Carnegie Society
+ Through the Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee

Generosity is at the heart of what 
we do. We are grateful for our 

many supporters who advance the 
work of the Library.



 

Debbie Webster-Clair and  
Walter Clair* 

Mary Ann and Ben Weprin* 
Memorie K. White 
Zander Insurance 
Nahed and Joel Zehr* 

Gifts of $1,500 to $2,499 
Nasiya Acklen* 
Ronette Adams-Taylor  
and Lawrence Taylor 

Beth and Dave Alexander* 
Frank Andrews* 
Sallie W. and John H. Bailey* 
Shawn and Jeremy Bakker* 
Kathleen and Doug Bark* 
Baulch Family Foundation* 
Allison and John Beasley* 
Rudi and Reid Berry* 
Sarah and Alexander Bick 
Martha and Stephen Braun* 
Lou Ann and Gary Brown* 
Corey Chatis* 
Sandy and Don Cochran* 
Fletch and William ^ Coke 
Amy and Jesse Colton, Colton 
Family Advised Fund*+ 

Karen and David Conrad* 
Mary and Charlie Cook, Charles W. 
Cook, Jr. Advised Fund*+ 

Ashley and Joe Cook* 
Brenda and Ron Corbin* 
Jane F. Corcoran* 
Laura and Brad Currie* 
Carlisle Davis* 

Katherine and Mike Denson* 
Bonnie Dow* 
Marilyn Dubree* 
Missy and John Eason* 
Jennifer Eckhoff* 
Laurie and Steven Eskind*
Jane and Richard Eskind and 
Family Foundation+ 

Kellee Ewing* 
Emily and James Flautt* 
Karen and Gene Fleming* 
Elizabeth and David Fox* 
Melissa and Robert Frist, Jr.* 
Deana and Fred Goad* 
Erin Hafkenschiel Donnelly and 
Ryan Donnelly 

Lloyd and Bob Hannon* 
Elizabeth and William Hawkins* 

Lori and Caleb Hemmer 
Amber and Phil Hertik* 
Holladay Properties 
Debbie and Don Holmes* 
Kathy and Rob Hood* 
Artherine and Harvey Hoskins* 
HSBC 
Carol and Ad Hudler,  
Hudler Family Fund*+ 

Paula DeWitt Hughey* 
Aubrie and Jeremy Hutzel* 
Jane Freedman and Mark Iafrati* 
Sarah and David Ingram* 
Helen and Alex Jahangir* 
Cathy and Jerry Johnson* 
Mary Leyden and Torry Johnson* 
Sally and Thomas Kanaday 
Emily and Will Kendrick* 
Corinne and Brock Kidd,  
Corinne and H.D. Brockwell Kidd 
Family Fund+ 

Paige and Matt Kisber* 
Pam and Mark Lamp* 
Edward D. Lanquist* 
Megan and Brad Lawrence* 
Ellen and John Lea* 
Kathy and Tom Lewand* 
Terri and George Luke* 
Amy and George Lynch* 
Amy Maden and Brian Williams* 
Mark Magnuson and  
Steve Westfield* 

Brooks and Bert Mathews* 
Pat Matthews-Juarez* 
Kaaren and Ben May* 
Katherine and James McElroy* 

Bonnie and Robert Miller* 
Trish Mixon* 
Kelly Breckenridge and  
Peter Oleksiak* 

Dianne and Kent Oliver* 
Libby and Benjamin Page* 
Carol Len and Scott Portis,  
The Portis Family Fund*+ 

Princeton Class of 1967 
David Pruett* 
Brenda and Colin Reed, Brenda 
and Colin Reed Advised Fund*+ 

David Reichstein* 
Research for Action 
Emily Reynolds* 
Connie and Nathan Ridley 
Joanna Ross 
Maria Salas* 

“As NPLF supporters, we not only help 
to perpetuate books that inspire, but 

we also create a place where everyone 
is welcome to gather and immerse 

themselves both in the great works of 
ages past and current happenings.”

~Brock Kidd, Pinnacle Bank

Cam and Jeff Saltzman 
Kate and Eric Satz* 
Lynn and Frederic Scarola* 
Elaina H. Scott* 
Laurie and Jim Seabury* 
Joyce and Walter Searcy* 
Seltzer Goods, LLC 
Camille and Michael Seven 
Harriett and Robert Sewell* 
Joan Shayne, The Blum  
Family Foundation* 

Christie and J. Sheats* 
Denise and Greg Sikes* 
Susan and W. Lucas Simons*+ 
Ali and Michael Simpson 
Joanne Slaughter* 
Patti and Brian Smallwood* 
Joanne and Joe Sowell* 
Shelley and Fritz Spainhour 
Sandra and William Spitz* 
Justine and Keivan Stassun 
Katie and Tom Steele* 
Beth and John Stein* 
Tennessee Arts Commission 
Alison Vehorn* 
Betsy and Ridley Wills* 
Joyce and Stephen Wood* 
Mandy and Stephen Young* 
Pam Zimmerman* 
 
Gifts of $1,000 to $1,499 
21st Century Dentistry 
Lexie and James Armstrong 
Courtney and John Bolton 
Sara and Richard Bovender 
Christiane Buggs Frazier and 
Michael Frazier 

Michael Buhl 
Byers Family Giving Fund 
Elizabeth Cashion 
Katherine and Chris Cigarran 
Clare and Robin Clarke 
Vicki and Bruce Claycombe 
Joy Crowther 
Nadine De La Rosa 
Nancy-Ann DeParle 
Lee and Wally Dietz 
Brenda and Glynn Dowdle 
Julie and Adam Dretler 
Carole and John Ferguson+ 
First Horizon 
Virginia and Richard Fitzgerald 
Appy Frenchman and Viraj Parikh 
Tracy and Bill Frist 
Mary Carlisle and Ben Gambill 
Meg and Alexander Harris 
James A. Haslam II 
Mimi and Russ Heldman 
Denise and Stephen Henley 
Ann Shipp and Roger Higgins 
Horatio B. and Willie J. Buntin 
Family Foundation 

Inglewood Neighborhood 
Association 

Irvin and Beverly  
Small Foundation 

Lori Ann and Brad Kehler 
Carol and Howard Kirshner 
Alan Kulkin, Carolyn Kulkin Fund 
for Education & Community+ 

Andrea Lainhart 
Judy and Tom Lewis 
Literacy Association of  
Tennessee, Inc.  

Peter Macdonald 
Cindy MacLean 
Carol McCoy and Roger Page 
Monica and Alec McDougall 
Linda^ and Ray Meneely 
Crystal Mullins 
Whitney Boon and  
Freddie O'Connell 

Ophelia and George Paine 
Georgia and Thompson Paine 
Mehgan and Allan Peetz 
Mary and David Proctor 
PwC 
David Regen 
Hadley and Timothy Reynolds 
Amy Liz and John Riddick 
Brooke Robinson 
Polly and Alex Ryerson 
Rebecca and Ashish Shah 
Amanda and Luke Smiley 
Amy R. Smith 
Renata Soto and Pete Wooten 
Susan Spickard 
Douglas Stolman 
Tennessee Equality Project 
Tennessee Tribune Newspaper 
The Berry Family Foundation 
Whitney and Henry Topping 
TriStar Summit 
Mimi and Charles Vaughn 
Lauren and David Wachsman 
W. Ridley Wills II 
Linde and Blair Wilson 

In-Kind Contributions 
3D Print Gifts Novelty 
Balloons & Confetti 615 
BJ’s Wholesale Club 
Candlewick Press  
Chicken Salad Chick 
Chloe Ketron 
Compost Nashville 
Curtain Call 
Dollar General  
Literacy Foundation 

Dozen Bakery 
Franklin Distillery 
Frist Center for the Visual Arts 
Goo Goo Cluster 
Good People Brewing Co. 
Hattie Jane's Creamery 
Hugh Baby's BBQ  
and Burger Shop 

Jackalope Brewing Co. 
Mitchell Delicatessen 
Nelson's Green Brier Distillery 
Parthenon Public Relations 
Peace, Love and Little Donuts 
Brentwood 

Susie Cakes Bakery  
Taziki’s Mediterranean Cafe 
The Boba Bar 
Travis Allen  
UP Properties DBA Fazoli's 
Woodland Wine Merchant 
 



Read the  
full story.

Visit our website for NPL 
and NPLF full financial 

information, events recaps, 
program highlights,  
and branch facts. 

615 CHURCH STREET�, NASHVILLE, TN 37219�

NPLF.ORG   |   LIBRARY.NASHVILLE.GOV
615  Church Street  |  Nashville, TN 37219

Nashville Public Library Foundation 
�is an independent registered 501(c)3 
�which raises private support �for 
Nashville Public Library. Our mission 
is to fund, advocate for, and amplify 
Nashville Public Library to power 
literacy, life skills, and connection  
for all. 

The mission of Nashville Public Library 
is to inspire reading, advance learning, 
and connect our community.

This publication was produced and 
funded by Nashville Public Library 
Foundation in cooperation  
with Nashville Public Library.  


