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NASHVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

is the heart of our city, and a place where 
magic takes place. The Library is not just 
a place for books, it is a vital connection 
point that helps all members of our 
community learn, grow, and thrive. 
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  FROM THE 
DIRECTOR

If there’s one thing I believe in wholeheartedly, 
it’s the transformative power of customer service. 
Why? Because — through more than 40 years 
serving in libraries across the country — I’ve 
seen it frsthand. 

I’ve seen children discover stories that inspired 
them to explore their world through reading. 

I’ve watched teenagers ask questions and 
broaden their worldview in forums that 
valued and respected their experiences. 

I’ve followed older adults as they learned to 
navigate the digital domain, connecting with 
the world around them in ways they didn’t know 
were possible. 

These experiences were made possible through 
librarians and other staff in school, university, 
and public libraries who made it their personal 
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mission to deliver the level of customer service 
that changes lives with every interaction. 

And at Nashville Public Library (NPL), 
that’s what we strive for every day. 

It’s apparent in our creativity — 
blossoming from the resilience we built during 
the pandemic to create services for free bike 
rides, passes to local museums, resources for 
budding entrepreneurs, and more. 

And it’s fully displayed in our passion for 
public service. 

Thanks to support from Mayor Cooper and the 
Metro Council, we’ve invested in a new team 
of outreach specialists, taking our programs 
and services even further into Nashville’s 
neighborhoods. 

I can’t wait for you to meet them. 

Great customer service doesn’t happen on its 
own. It takes passionate people, equipped 
with resources to meet their customers’ diverse 
needs. It takes a community that invests in its 
library through participation and giving. 

But giving doesn’t have to be all about 
money. Everyone can contribute to NPL’s 
mission to deliver transformative experiences 
to our community. 

• You can contribute directly to the
initiatives you’re passionate about by
volunteering with us.

• You can serve as a neighborhood ambas-
sador, helping spread the word about all
our library does.

• You can even do something as simple —
but powerful — as encouraging someone
you know to get their NPL library card.

It’s all giving, and it all reinforces one 
fundamental truth: when a great library 
and a great city commit to each other, 
magic happens. 

Sincerely, 
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  FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 

The lintel above the doors to the earliest known library - that of Pharaoh Ramses II -
bore an inscription. In English, it translates to “the house of healing for the soul”. 
Centuries later, this sentiment still rings true. 

I cannot think of a more ftting description for our beloved Nashville Public Library. Over 
the past year, the Nashville Public Library Foundation has proudly raised funds that 
facilitated programming to support our own community’s “house of healing for the soul”. In 
November, we hosted our annual Literary Award Gala to honor Colson Whitehead and 
his contributions to literature. Spring was flled with fun events - our Next Chapter Society 
hosted String City with a live performance by Ketch Secor of Old Crow Medicine Show. 
We welcomed children and their families to our downtown branch for our frst in-person 
Picnic at the Library since the pandemic began. In May, the Carnegie Society gathered 
for its annual book club to hear an incredible panel discussion of the book Sparks like 
Stars. To support NPL’s response to threats against intellectual freedom, NPLF created and 
sold t-shirts that promoted and supported the Freedom to Read campaign. 

Perhaps most prominently, NPLF took the lead in advocating for city leaders to increase 
funding to ensure that our libraries are safe, welcoming, and enriching spaces designed to 
meet our community’s specifc needs. Specifcally, this led to all libraries being open 
on Fridays and increasing capacity to ensure that more youth have a safe and 
enriching gathering place when they are not in school. 

NPL is concluding a strategic visioning process that will further identify its priorities to 
make the greatest impact in our rapidly evolving city. As that process comes to a close, the 
NPLF will align its efforts to fund these priorities. We look forward to the fruits of 
this collaboration and will share more with you soon. 

None of what we have done would have been possible without the generous support 
of our community patrons. I am continually grateful for your support and the work of 
Nashville Public Library. Thank you for helping to fund an institution that has long 
nourished my own soul and the souls of so many in our community. 

In Gratitude, 

Shawn Bakker 
President, Nashville Public Library Foundation 
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Minutes 
Read 

During 
Summer 
Reading 

Challenge 

9.6 MILLION 

1,549,947 
5,080,826 

ITEMS
98,050 BORROWED 

NEW ITEMS ADDED 
Total Library Visits TO THE COLLECTION 

N a s h v i l l e  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  

2021 -2022 

Our Library Helps 
BY THE NUMBERS Nashvil le  Make Magic 
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33,880 
NEW 2,034,392 

DIGITAL DOWNLOADS 

(books, music, and magazines) 

LIBRARY CARDS

12,662  
Service 
Hours 

13,965 
CURBSIDE 

PICK-UPS 

226,500 

NPL Account
 VIEWS  

 

 
WISHING 
CHAIR 208 PROGRAMS 

175,931 
Reference 
Questions 
Answered 

1,738 
VOLUNTEERS 

31,579 95,390 PROGRAM AT TENDANCE (VIRTUAL) (IN-PERSON) 

392 8,926 STUDIO NPL
Programs Participants 

486 
187 P U P P E T  T R U C K 30,262 

Locations 
Served 

Performances People Served 
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FINANCIALS 
NPL FINANCIALS 
CAPITAL BUDGET 
The capital budget funds the library’s physical footprint and uses bond proceeds to support 

construction, renovation and large library maintenance equipment. 

1% 
3% 

14% 

48%34% 

LIBRARY MAINTENANCE AND UPGRADES 10,862,235 

NEW DONELSON LIBRARY SITE / PLANNING 3,082,662 

RICHLAND PARK PLANNING 410,719 

HADLEY PARK PLANNING, 733,564 

MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT PURCHASES 7,696,460 

TOTAL FY22 CAPITAL BUDGET $22,785,640 

OPERATING BUDGET 
The operating budget is the annual amount approved by Metro Council to operate the Nashville 

Public Library System. This includes General Fund Appropriations (personnel, utilities, repairs and 

other costs associated with operating NPL facilities) as well as support from the Nashville Public 

Library Foundation and State and Federal Grants. 

91% 

6% 
3% 

OPERATING BUDGET 34,660,300 

ADDITIONAL FUNDING

   STATE AND FEDERAL GRANTS 1,179,200 

NASHVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION

   DIRECT FUNDING TO NPL 2,269,533 

TOTAL FY22 NON-CAPITAL BUDGET $38,109,033 

8 
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As a department of Metro Nashville, Nashville Public Library receives the majority 
of its funding directly from the city. The Nashville Public Library Foundation was 
created in 1997 to enhance the library's programs, facilities, and collections beyond 
the city's budget. We are pleased to share our joint fscal story and showcase how 
a thriving partnership between local government funding and private philanthropy 
makes a difference for library patrons and the city of Nashville. 

NPLF FINANCIALS 
The Nashville Public Library Foundation is supported by generous community members dedicated 

to building a brighter future by empowering one of our city's greatest resources -

Nashville Public Library. 

REVENUE 
CONTRIBUTIONS AND SUPPORT 3,017,440 

SPECIAL EVENTS net of expenses 491,333

EARNED INCOME  126,329 

INVESTMENT EARNINGS net of expenses -(1,500,329) 

58.8%29% 

9.6% 

2.5% 

JULY 1 2021 
THROUGH 

JUNE 30 2022 

TOTAL REVENUE 

EXPENSES 
CHILDREN 

TEENS 

LIFELONG LEARNING 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

GENERAL PROGRAMMING 

COLLECTIONS 

LIBRARY OPERATIONS 

NPLF OPERATIONS 

$2,134,773 

325,433 

330,882 

519,989 

127,991 

95,859 

1,347,013 

51,691 

1,050,320 

27.3% 

36.3% 

2.5% 

33.9% 

$3,849,178 

($1,714,405) 

TOTAL EXPENSES 

SURPLUS/DEFICIT 
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Generosity is 
at the heart of 
what we do. 

Nashville Public 
Library and 
the Nashville 
Public Library 
Foundation thank 
our donors for 
their support. 

DONORS 
GIFTS OF $100,000+ 
Amazon Inc. Nashville Adult Literacy Council 
Dollar General Literacy Tennessee College Access and 

Foundation Success Network 
Institute of Museum and 

Library Services 

GIFTS OF $25,000 to $99,999 
AllianceBernstein 
Big Events, Inc. 
Dan and Margaret Maddox 

Charitable Fund 
Dollar General 
Richard J. Eskind, Jane and 

Richard Eskind and Family 
Foundation+ 

Carol and Robert Frist, 
Carol K. and Robert A. Frist 
M.D. Fund*+ 

HCA Healthcare Foundation 
Stephanie and John Ingram, 

John R. Ingram Advised Fund+ 
Martha R. Ingram, Martha 

Rivers Ingram Advised Fund*+ 
Ingram Content Group 
Jackson National Life 

Insurance Company 
Alan Krantz 
Marlene and Spencer Hays 

Foundation 

Melkus Family Foundation 
Juli and Ralph^ Mosley* 
Michael Shane Neal 
Network of the National Library 

of Medicine 
Jennifer and Eric Paisley, 

Rechter Family Fund*+ 
Pinnacle Financial Partners, Inc. 
PNC Bank 
Sandra Schatten Foundation 
The James Stephen Turner 

Family Foundation 
The Memorial Foundation 
Truist Foundation 
Laura Anne Turner 
UBS Financial Services, Inc. 
West End Home Foundation 
Jerry and Ernie Williams* 

^ Deceased 
* Denotes membership in the Carnegie Society 
+ Through the Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee 

10 
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GIFTS OF $10,000 to $24,999 
Anonymous* 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch 
Barge Design Solutions 
Cassidy and Dierks Bentley, 

RISER Foundation* 
Ann and Frank Bumstead* 
Caterpillar Financial Services 

Corporation 
Anita Cochran* 
Community Foundation of 

Middle Tennessee 
Sondra and Doug 

Cruickshanks* 
Anne Davis and Karl Dean, 

Anne Davis and Karl Dean 
Advised Fund*+ 

Deloitte 
Anne and Robert Doolittle* 
Annette Eskind* 
Eudora Welty Foundation 
ExpandED Schools, Inc. 

First Horizon 
FirstBank 
Elizabeth and David Fox* 
Friendly Arctic Printing 
Brenda A. Gadd 
Google Fiber 
Leslie and Charles Higgins* 
Joan and John Hindle 
Vicki and Rick Holton* 
John Hooker 
Humanities Tennessee 
Junior League of Nashville 
Robin and Bill King*+ 
Lindsay and Tyson Moore* 
Susannah and 

Zulu Scott-Barnes* 
Jackie Shrago* 
Shirley and Stuart Speyer, 

Shirley and Stuart Speyer 
Family Fund*+ 

GIFTS OF $5,000 to $9,999 
Advance Financial Foundation 
Aon Corporation 
Linda Assali 
Grace and Carl Awh 
Melinda and Jeff Balser 
Belmont University 
BNA Nashville International 

Airport 
Boulevard Bolt 
Cynthia and Scott Brooks* 
Brown Brothers Harriman & Co. 
Pamela and Michael Carter 
Katie and Kevin Crumbo* 
Caroline A. Davis* 
Dowdle Construction, LLC 
Donna and Jeffrey Eskind* 

Jamie and Billy Eskind, William 
H. Eskind Advised Fund*+ 

Kate and Steven Ezell* 
Karyn McLaughlin Frist, Karyn 

McLaughlin Frist Fund+ 
Jennifer and Billy Frist* 
Fulfllment Supply Innovation 
Genesco Inc. 
Greater Nashville Chinese 

Association 
DeLisa and Elde Guerrier 
Barbara and Greg Hagood 
Kailey and JR Hand 
Hastings Architecture, LLC 
Lucy and Jeff Haynes* 
HCA|TriStar Health 

The Blakney Foundation 
The Willard R. and Frances J. 

Hendrix Foundation 
Truist 
Christi and James Turner* 
Vanderbilt University 
Ann Patchett and 

Karl VanDevender 

Joe C. Davis Foundation 
Denice and Milton Johnson, 

R. Milton and Denice Johnson 
Family Advised Fund+ 

Ann and Owen Kelly* 
Paige and Matt Kisber* 
Alan Kulkin, Carolyn Kulkin Fund 

for Education & Community+ 
Edward D. Lanquist* 
Mary Leyden and Tory Johnson, 

Aladdin Industries 
Foundation, Inc.* 

Gina and Dick Lodge 
Susan and Stephen Mathews 
Kaaren and Ben May* 
Carol McCoy and Roger Page 

11 



|  N A S H V I L L E  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y  &  N A S H V I L L E  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y  F O U N D AT I O N 

NPLF Annual Report FINAL.indd  12NPLF Annual Report FINAL.indd  12 10/10/22  3:42 PM10/10/22  3:42 PM

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GIFTS OF $5,000 to $9,999 (continued) 
Ann Meador and 

Jonathan Shayne* 
Nelson Mullins Riley & 

Scarborough, LLC 
Meredith Oates* 
Kimberly and Brad Paisley* 
Joelle and Brant Phillips 
Prevention is Key Foundation 
Anonymous* 
Tara Scarlett and 

Michael Peacock 

Lynn and Frederic Scarola* 
Silicon Ranch 
Kay^ and Keith Simmons* 
Joanne and Joe Sowell 
St. Cecilia Academy 
Brenda and Joe Steakley, 

The Steakley Family Fund*+ 
Rhonda Taylor and 

Kevin Forbes* 
Tennessee Arts Commission 
TN Womens Suffrage 

Monument, Inc. 

GIFTS OF $2,500 to 4,999 
Bank of America Foundation 
Jean Ann and Barry Banker* 
Margaret Behm and 

Harlan Dodson 
Luanne and Gary Brown* 
Trudy and Bill Carpenter* 
Tricia and Ben Carswell* 
Scott Chambers, 

Scott C. Chambers Fund+ 

Chef’s Market 
Josephine and John Darwin 
Mary Craven and 

Burney Dawkins 
Rebecca Diggs 
Bonnie Dow* 
Dryden Architecture + Design 
Missy and John Eason* 
Economic Club of Nashville 

Byron Trauger 
Judy and J. Stephen Turner 
Jan van Eys 
Katy Varney and Dave Goetz, 

The Clearview Fund*+ 
Linda and Alexander Waddell* 
Nancy and Robert Wahl* 
Debbie Webster-Clair and 

Walter Clair 
Gail Williams 

Laurie and Steven Eskind* 
Kimberly and David Esquivel* 
Kellee Ewing* 
Sara Finley, Sara J. Finley 

Advised Fund*+ 
Harpeth Hall 
Alexander A. Hassani, Esq. 
Jane and Brevard Haynes* 
Julie and Scott Haynes* 

12 
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GIFTS OF $2,500 to $4,999 (continued) 
Kelli and Dave Haywood 
Carrie & Damon T. Hininger* 
Robin Holab-Abelman and 

Stephen Abelman* 
Debbie and Don Holmes* 
Cathy and Clay Jackson* 
Cassie and Charles Kelley 
Llew Ann and Matt King, 

King Family Advised Fund*+ 
Kristine LaLonde and 

Claudio Mosse* 
Melissa and Andrew Lasher* 
Megan and Brad Lawrence* 
Travis Loller and James Nichols 
Briana Jamison and 

Frank Loughlin* 
Betty and Conn McConnell, 

Betty and Conn McConnell 
Charitable Fund 

Messer Construction Company 
Nashville Predators Foundation 
Nashville Symphony 
National Philanthropic Trust 
Donna and Gerald Nicely* 
Oakpoint Real Estate 
Marguerite and 

Kevin Orndorff* 
Marian and Craig Ott, The 

Philip Family Advised Fund*+ 
Parthenon Public Relations 
Penguin Random House 
Jennifer Puryear* 
Brenda and Colin Reed, Brenda 

and Colin Reed Advised Fund+ 
Emmie and Stephen Rick 
Laura Ryan* 
Kate and Eric Satz* 

GIFTS OF $1,500 to $2,499 
Chandra and Harry Allen* 
Frank Andrews* 
Shawn and Jeremy Bakker* 
Kathleen and Doug Bark* 
Baulch Family Foundation* 
Allison and John Beasley* 
Reid Berry* 
Claudia and 

Gordon Bonnyman* 
Sara and Richard Bovender 
Martha and Stephen Braun* 
Molly and Stewart Bronaugh* 
Wyeth and Edward Burgess* 
Esther Casstevens 
Ruth Cate and Chuck White* 
Barbara Chazen 
Marees and Walker Choppin* 

Sandy and Don Cochran* 
Fletch and William Coke 
Amy and Jesse Colton, Colton 

Family Advised Fund*+ 
Jamieson and Paul Connelly* 
Marty and Jim Conrad* 
Karen and David Conrad* 
Mary and Charlie Cook, 

Charles W. Cook, Jr. 
Advised Fund*+ 

Ashley and Joe Cook* 
Robert Cooper 
Jane F. Corcoran* 
Elizabeth and 

Richard Courtney* 
Laura and Brad Currie* 
Ann and Kirby Davis* 
Suann and Ralph Davis* 

Elaina H. Scott* 
Paige Seals 
Caroline and Gary Shockley* 
Martha Smith 
Jeanette and Overton Smith* 
Rebecca and Michael Swan* 
The Ryman Hospitality 

Properties Foundation 
Ellen and Joseph Torrence* 
Veronica Votypka and 

Russell McLean 
Elizabeth C. Walls, 

Colton Family Advised Fund*+ 
Peggy and John Warner* 
Crissy Wieck and Matt Wiltshire 
WME Entertainment 
Zander Insurance 
Mary Zutter and Sam Santoro* 

Erin and Ryan Donnelly 
Marilyn Dubree* 
Ellen and Townes Duncan* 
Jane and Mike Dungan* 
Carole and John Ferguson*+ 
Emily and James Flautt* 
Karen and Gene Fleming* 
Emily and Jan Freitag 
Melissa and Robert Frist, Jr.* 
Sara and Jeremy Garner 
Deana and Fred Goad* 
Gwen and Frank Gordon 
Bernice and Joel Gordon* 
Jamie and Jimmy Granbery* 
Patti and William Harbison* 
Cordia and C. T. Harrington* 
Barbara and Gary Haugen 

13 
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GIFTS OF $1,500 to $2,499 (continued) Elise Stawarz* 

Phyllis Heard* 
Rachel and Erik Herbert 
Amber and Phil Hertik* 
Hip Hues 
Carol and Ad Hudler, 

Hudler Family Fund*+ 
Tari and Jim Hughes* 
Paula DeWitt Hughey* 
Cathy and Jerry Johnson* 
Lillias and Will Johnston 
Harriet and Bradley Karro* 
Emily and Will Kendrick* 
Margaret and Casey King 
Carol and Howard Kirshner* 
Susan Kupisch* 
Ellen and John Lea* 
Little Art House 
Louise B. Wallace Foundation* 
Laura and Jimmy Love 
Mark Magnuson and 

Steve Westfeld* 
Pat Matthews-Juarez* 
Samantha and Tyler McClain* 
Katherine and James McElroy* 
Ann Marie and 

Martin McNamara* 
Heather Fairbank and 

Rusty Miller* 

NPL 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Joyce Searcy, Chair 
Robert K. Oermann, Secretary 
Adriana Bialostozky 
Kate Ezell 
Charvis Rand 
Keith Simmons 
Katy Varney 

Marlee Mitchell* 
Trish and Chris Mixon* 
Dianne and Kent Oliver* 
Libby and Benjamin Page* 
Elizabeth and Larry Papel* 
Carol Len and Scott Portis, 

The Portis Family Fund*+ 
David Pruett* 
Maria Salas* 
Carolyn Schott 
Joyce and Walter Searcy* 
Harriett and Robert Sewell* 
Denise and Greg Sikes* 
Susan and W. Lucas Simons*+ 
Patti and Brian Smallwood* 
Amy Smith 
Sandra and William T. Spitz* 

Katie and Thomas Steele* 
Beth and John Stein* 
Studio Bank 
Cecelia and Patrick Theobald* 
Ellen and John Tighe 
Jessica and Daniel Viner* 
Sarah and Stephen Ward* 
Cathy and Richard Warren* 
Ryan Wautlet* 
Mary Ann and Ben Weprin 
Irene^ and W. Ridley Wills II 
Betsy and Ridley Wills 
Joyce and Stephen Wood* 
Tyler and Jeff Yarbro 
Mandy and Stephen Young* 
Nahed and Joel Zehr* 
Pam Zimmerman* 

NEXT CHAPTER SOCIETY 
Rosemary Rapolla, Co-Chair 
Sara Wigal, Co-Chair 
Lisa Bubert 
Christie Cagney 
Erin Duran 
Jim Duran 
Jocelyn Froats 
Kara Johnson 

Ashleigh Karnell 
Adam Mansell 
Sydney Mathieu 
Nikki Powell 
Jamie Redfearn 
Caitlin Reed 
Sydney Shearer 
John Williams 
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GIFTS OF $1,000 to $1,499 
Vandana and Rick Abramson 
Ronette Adams-Taylor and 

Lawrence Taylor 
Sallie W. and John H. Bailey* 
Olivia and Brian Bell 
Candice Bruder and Jim Foley 
Mary Lea and Rick Bryant 
Marianne and Andrew Byrd 
Holly and Gabriel Coltea 
Laura and John Cooper 
Mary and John Earthman 
Aparna Frenchman and 

Viraj Parikh 
Tracy and Bill Frist 
Gelfand Rennert & Feldman 
Laura and Jeff Goff 
Margaret and Miller Harris 
Carlana and Aubrey Harwell 
HSBC 
Aubrie Hutzel 
Sally and Thomas Kanaday 
Rebecca and David Klements 
Heloise Kuhn*^ 
Ellen Eskind Lehman, Lehman 

Family Advsied Fund*+ 
Heather and James Loden 

Amy and George Lynch 
Cindy MacLean 
Meghan Gwaltney and Alvaro 

Manrique Barrenechea 
Sandra McLeroy 
Keith and Jon Meacham 
Mary Bufwack and Robert K. 

Oermann 
Mehgan and Allan Peetz 
Scholastic 
Rebecca and Ashish Shah 
David Skelton* 
Beverly and Irvin Small 

Christina Smith 
Douglas Stolman 
Laquita Stribling 
Diana Thompson 
Mimi and Charles Vaughn 
Joyce Vise 
Jonna and Douglas Whitman 
Kristin and Whit Wilson 
Judy and Kelly Wright 
Youthprise 

NPLF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Kasar Abdulla 
Ronette Adams-Taylor 
Harry Allen 
Kelly Aratoon 
Grace Awh 
Shawn Bakker 
Tricia Carswell 
Mayor John Cooper 
Bonnie Dow 

Billy Eskind 
Kate Ezell 
Kailey Hand 
Meg Harris 
Lucy Haynes 
Madison Crooks Haynes 
Don Holmes, Chair 
Jerry Johnson 
Matt Kisber 

Neil Krugman 
Alvaro Manrique 

Barrenechea 
Ben May 
Tyson Moore 
Cristina Oakeley 
Kent Oliver 
Kevin Orndorff 
Libby Page 

Senton Pojani 
Maria Salas 
Joyce Searcy 
Renata Soto 
Rhonda Taylor 
Christi Turner 
Katy Varney 
Betsy Wills 
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We are grateful to have shared 

this year with you. For all the 

ways you support Nashville 

Public Library 

WE THANK YOU. 

16 
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