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N A S H V I L L E  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y 
is the heart of our city. Beyond a place for 

books, we are a community that connects 

Nashvillians of all ages and backgrounds as 

they learn, grow, and find inspiration in each 
other every day. Together, we are transform-

ing Nashville for the better, and we are proud 

to share our story with you.

2018
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INSPIRE READING, 
ADVANCE LEARNING,
CONNECT COMMUNITY

This mission drives the people who use, work for, 
volunteer at, and support Nashville Public Library. As 
we begin 2019, I have been reflecting on how we’ve 
accomplished our mission in the last twelve months.

First, we held steady to our commitment to 
intellectual freedom. You can’t advance learning  
by putting limits on a person’s right to discover an 
idea, question it, and decide for themselves. You  
can’t support democracy that way, either.

At Nashville Public Library, we’ll never tell you what to 
read or what not to read. We will do everything  
we can to give you free access to as many stories and 
ideas as possible and let you choose.

Second, we reached people across Davidson County 
who needed access to a computer or internet 
connection and wanted to learn how to use them 
meaningfully – everything from paying bills and 
applying for jobs to using social media and  
reading ebooks.

Digital literacy is one focus area for our adult 
education work. Smart, hardworking people in 
our community see a space between their current 
skills and abilities and the accomplishments and 
milestones they have the natural potential to realize.

Our job is to share free learning tools and instruction 
with them to close that gap.

Of course, you can’t address education gaps in 
Nashville without acknowledging this crisis: two 
in three of Nashville’s third-graders aren’t reading 
at grade level. That can set into motion alarming 
patterns of high-school dropout, limited earning 
potential, and lifelong struggle.

This summer, more than 17,000 Nashvillians read 

for a total of 11,350,000 minutes, helping to fight 
“summer slide.” We use that term to describe summer 
learning loss that can occur when students stop 
reading during their break.

Finally, as we created a welcoming environment for 
people to thrive as readers and learners, we also 
focused on growing as neighbors and citizens.

People from different races, countries, and across 
the many lenses through which we see and identify 
ourselves have participated in our Civil Rights and 
Civil Society workshops. They’ve joined our staff  
from the library’s Civil Rights Room to have  
respectful, courageous conversations about the 
complex civil rights issues we face today.

Much of the work you’ll read about here is possible 
because of private support received through the 
Nashville Public Library Foundation, thousands of 
hours of service from library volunteers, and  
support from elected and community leaders who 
see how Nashville’s library benefits our city.

We are thankful for them, and for the book lovers, 
thinkers, artists, and inventors who invest their time 
and talents into making Nashville a great city with a 
great library.

Sincerely,

Kent Oliver  
Director, Nashville Public Library
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Dear Friends,

Over this past year, the phrase Libraries Transform has 
been ubiquitous for us at the Nashville Public Library 
Foundation. Each month, we have highlighted the 
transformative impact of Nashville Public Library upon 
the communities we serve.

Transformation happens every day at library branches 
throughout the city with programs that foster civic 
conversation, nurture curiosity and confidence in 
children and teens, and cultivate lifelong learning. 

As I read through these pages and reflect upon all 
the ways I’ve seen NPL and NPLF change Nashville 
for the better this year, I’m especially thankful for 
you – our patrons, advocates, volunteers, and friends 
– for making it all possible with your generosity, your 
energy, and your dedication to our community.

This year, we were thrilled when Friends of the 
Nashville Public Library officially joined forces with 
the Nashville Public Library Foundation, maximizing 
our collective power to engage more community 

supporters to expand the library’s reach across the 
greater Nashville area.

In addition, we continued to celebrate the legacy 
of Margaret Ann Robinson, as the Endowment 
established in her honor hit the $1M milestone. 
Through this funding, the library that Margaret 
Ann loved will continue to thrive for years to come.
The following pages tell our story, highlighting the 
dynamic and diverse programs that the Foundation 
is able to fund throughout the year. We are proud 
to showcase the many ways in which the Nashville 
Public Library brings our city together to learn, to 
grow, and to connect. 

Because of your support every step of the way, our 
Library can transform us all.

Sincerely,

Shawn Bakker, 
President, Nashville Public Library Foundation

LIBRARIES 
TRANSFORM
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Through these creative opportunities, 
mentors help teens lay a foundation 
of confidence, critical thinking, and 
digital literacy. This year, 86% of students 
participating in Studio NPL reported 
an increase in their understanding of 
technology tools, and 68% reported an 
awareness of new careers and career 
pathways. Most importantly, Studio NPL 
motivates teens to venture out of their 
comfort zones and become self-directed 
learners: 88% of participating teens 
reported gaining confidence and life skills 
over the past year. 

Though it may look like all fun and games, 
Studio NPL is a launch pad that will propel 
teens into a thriving life beyond high 
school, wherever their creativity may lead.

The teen years are a complex time that plays 
out inside and beyond the classroom. With 
a safe and supportive “third space” beyond 
homes and schools, students can fill this 
time with creativity, personal development, 
and practical learning. Studio NPL provides 
students with such a space, where 
mentors help teens find their voices 
through dynamic learning experiences 
and cutting-edge technologies.  

This past year, teens have visited Studio NPL 
learning spaces more than 25,000 times to 
participate in one of 1,909 workshops or to 
work on their own projects. Drop in on any 
of Nashville Public Library’s eight studios 
or mobile lab sites, and you’ll see students 
collaborating and sharing ideas. You’ll 

also find mentors, creative and technical 
professionals,  teaching teens how to bring 
their ideas to life. From tracking beats to 
shooting videos, performing slam poems 
to using 3D printers, Studio NPL is a place 
of possibility.

SPOTLIGHT

Studio NPL

 

 
 

 

 

86% of students participating in 
Studio NPL reported an increase 

in their understanding of 
technology tools

What I love about 
the Studio is its 

openness to 
everyone and how 
much is possible 

there. I've developed 
friendships with 

people that I  
never thought 

I would through 
having the space 

in common. 
Rachel, Studio NPL student
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I n  Ā þ ÿ 8 ,  t e e n s  v i s i t e d  S t u d i o  N P L  l e a r n i n g  s p a c e s  m o r e  t h a n  Ā ă , þ þ þ  t i m e s .

BECAUSE A 
MENTOR  
CAN TURN  
“I NEVER”  
INTO  
“I NEVER  
KNEW I 
COULD DO 
THAT.”
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B B T L  s e r v e d  ÿ ā , 9 þ ā  c h i l d r e n ,  p a r e n t s ,  a n d  t e a c h e r s  t h r o u g h  

Ă Ă ā  s t o r y  t i m e s ,  w o r k s h o p s ,  a n d  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s . 

BECAUSE A 
STORY CAN 
MAKE  
A BOOK  
COME ALIVE.
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Nashville Public Library is dedicated to 
nurturing kids’ curiosity and cultivating 
their reading readiness. We know children  
entering kindergarten ready to read are 
more likely to graduate high school, and 
we want to equip teachers, parents, and 
caregivers with the tools and training they 
need to get kids excited about reading. 
That’s why we developed our award-win-
ning early literacy program, Bringing Books 
to Life! 

 

SPOTLIGHT

Bringing Books to Life!

a fun-filled story time in the classroom so 
children can engage with the storybook, 
and teachers can experience read-
aloud techniques in action. Beyond 
the classroom, we provide professional  
development for educators and families at  
literacy workshops, where caregivers learn 
the importance of reading aloud with 
children and receive free books to grow 
their home libraries. This work culminates in 
an exciting performance from the library’s 
Puppet Truck.

Demand for the program continues to 
grow. This year, BBTL served 13,903 chil-
dren, parents, and teachers through 443 
story times, workshops, and training ses-
sions. We are committed to meeting our 
community’s needs, and 69% of BBTL work-
shops, offered in both English and Spanish, 
occurred in Nashville’s most underserved 
neighborhoods. Nashville Public Library is 
one of the largest agencies in our city that 
provides ongoing literacy workshops at this 
scale. We are proud to work with parents 
and educators throughout Nashville to in-
spire children to read. 

Janice Minor, Rosedale Baptist Church Child Care director

There’s always so much you  
can build on with a book.

Bringing Books to Life! partners with 160 
preschools and daycare centers through-
out Nashville to connect families and ed-
ucators with the library’s dynamic, age-ap-
propriate resources. For each workskop, 
Bringing Books to Life! experts select a 
storybook to bring to life through special-
ly-developed classroom resources and the 
library’s famous marionette shows. Our 
staff of early childhood educators leads 
leads
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SPOTLIGHT

Wishing Chair Productions
Since 1938, when revered puppeteer 
Tom Tichenor performed his first “Puss in 
Boots” marionette show at Nashville Public  
Library, puppetry has been one of our most  
cherished traditions. 

Today, our award-winning Wishing Chair 
Productions troupe continues to delight 
Nashvillians of all ages with magical per-
formances and innovative storytelling. 
Drawing on puppetry techniques from all 
over the world, Wishing Chair gives per-
formances across the city ranging from old 
favorites like “Cinderella” to shows like “An-
ansi the Spider” and “The Stonecutter” that 
are inspired by Nashvillians’ diverse story-
telling traditions.

As a beloved fixture of our city’s culture, 
Wishing Chair Productions partners with in-
stitutions like the Nashville Ballet, the Nash-
ville Jazz Workshop, and the Country Mu-
sic Hall of Fame and Museum to develop 

Wishing Chair   

brought more  

than 450 

performances

to the library’s  

21 branches. 

world-class puppet theater. This year, Wish-
ing Chair introduced two new shows: “Gul-
liver’s Travels,” which debuted at Music City 
Irish Fest, and “Momotaro, the Peach Boy.” 
Produced with guidance from the Japanese 
Consulate, “Momotaro” vividly brings a clas-
sic Japanese folktale to life with hand-carved 
puppets and traditional Bunraku puppetry.

More than 59,000 children and adults visited 
the library this year to experience Wishing 
Chair’s weekly story times, and Wishing Chair 
brought more than 450 performances to the 
library’s 21 branches and out in the commu-
nity. We also worked closely with the library’s 
Bringing Books to Life! program to inspire 
reading-readiness in preschools across the 
city. This year, our mobile Puppet Trucks de-
livered 647 literature-based puppet shows to 
more than 47,200 enthralled children. In every 
performance, we built upon Tom Tichenor’s 
legacy of storytelling, and we look forward to 
enchanting Nashville for years to come.
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BECAUSE PUNCTUATION 
WITHOUT IMAGINATION 
MAKES A SENTENCE,  
NOT A STORY.
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SPOTLIGHT

Nashville Reads
We want to bring people together around 
great literature. Every year, we recommend 
a good book to our entire city and hold 
free forums and events to explore its 
themes – it’s like a citywide book club for 
Nashvillians of all ages and backgrounds, 
and it's called Nashville Reads.

For Nashville Reads 2018, we selected 
John T. Edge’s The Potlikker Papers: 
A Food History of the Modern South. 
Beginning with the lunch counter sit-ins of 
the civil rights movement, Edge traces a 
people’s history of the South through the 
food that has fueled social change and 
shaped our region as we know it today.  
By encouraging our neighbors to read  
The Potlikker Papers, we wanted to bring 
our community together through food 
and highlight Nashville’s history, cuisine,  
and people.

To get the conversation started, the 
library and our Nashville Reads partners 
distributed free copies of The Potlikker 
Papers throughout the city for residents to 
pick up, discover, and pass on in an initiative 
called “Take Me, Read Me, Leave Me.” We 
also kicked the Nashville Reads season off 
with a panel discussion featuring legends 

of Nashville’s food scene, including Margot 
McCormack of Margot Café and Tandy Wilson 
of City House.

Throughout Nashville Reads 2018, we 
partnered with local restaurants and 
organizations to hold book discussions, give 
free cooking demonstrations, and more. We 
even invited our neighbors to contribute to an 
exhibit for the Main Library created by Dirty 
Pages, a local recipe storytelling project. 

In May, we wrapped up with our finale: a 
discussion of The Potlikker Papers with the 
author followed by a conversation with 
representatives of Nashville’s food future.

I think Nashville Reads is an important initiative because it helps  
define who we are as a city. It sends a message about what we  

value and what is important to us... reading, learning,  
and creating a sense of community.  Renee, Nashville  Reads participant

2018 Nashville Reads:  
The Potlikker Papers: A Food 
History of the Modern South 

by John T. Edge
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BECAUSE 
OUR 
CITY CAN 
COME 
TOGETHER 
AROUND 
A GOOD 
BOOK.
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BECAUSE 
SUMMER 
BREAK 
CAN BE A 
READING 
ROCK 
STAR’S BIG 
BREAK. 

T h i s  s u m m e r,  ÿ 8 , þ þ þ  c h i l d r e n ,  t e e n s ,  a n d  a d u l t s  r e a d  f o r  

a  g r a n d  t o t a l  o f  ÿ Ā  m i l l i o n  m i n u t e s .
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“Summer slide” might sound like fun, but 
it’s actually what we at the library call the 
loss of reading and cognitive skills that 
occurs when children don’t read over 
the summer. This loss is cumulative, and 
children who lose those reading skills 
can be as much as two years behind their 
classmates by the end of the sixth grade. 
However, studies show reading just four 
or five books over the summer can make 
a big difference. Nashville Public Library 
wants to turn the tables on summer slide.  

Through our Summer Reading Challenge, 
we aim to make summertime a time for 
practicing reading skills, not losing them. 
Participants in the Summer Challenge log 
reading time and participate in learning 
activities to earn points toward fun prizes. 
Those who log 600 minutes of reading,  
about 20 minutes a day, earn the coveted 
status of Reading Rock Star.

This summer, 18,000 children, teens, and 
adults read for a grand total of 12 million 
minutes, and 11,000 participants read 
their way to rock stardom. 

The Summer Reading Challenge is a 
flexible program, engaging people of all 
ages, from infancy to adulthood. Being 
read to by a grown-up is just as important 
for little ones as independent reading for 
older children, and we encourage adult 
participants to read to a child in their life. 

SPOTLIGHT

Summer Reading Challenge

It is encouraging to me 
when I hear my 11-year old 
granddaughter use words 

 that I had no idea she 
knew or even understood.  

My grandson, a junior in high 
school, always has a book in his 

hand and has a couple in his 
backpack. Reading will never 
be a lost art in our family. And 

awarding prizes is genius – who 
doesn’t want to win a prize? 

Carol, Summer Reading  
Challenge participant

The library also creates Summer Reading 
Challenge resources in multiple languages 
and provides free books and programs at 
outreach locations in the community, so 
everyone can have a chance to be a rock 
star.  Summer slide? Not on our watch.
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BECAUSE 
UNDERSTANDING 
OUR PAST IS THE 
FIRST STEP IN 
BUILDING A  
BETTER FUTURE.
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Nashville Public Library’s Civil Rights Room 
provides our community with a space to 
come together in open dialogue about our 
history and to grapple with the issues of eq-
uity and intercultural development facing 
us today. Overlooking the intersection of 
Church Street and Seventh Avenue North 
where nonviolent protests against segre-
gated lunch counters 
took place in 1960, 
the Civil Rights Room 
archives first-hand 
photographs, peri-
odicals, manuscripts, 
news accounts, and 
oral histories that tell 
the story of the civil 
rights movement in 
Nashville.  

Our Civil Rights Col-
lection has been uti-
lized by everyone 
from researchers and 
classrooms to corpo-
rate organizations and 
community groups from across the nation. 
We are proud to welcome nearly 10,000 
visitors to the Civil Rights Room each year.

Our Civil Rights and a Civil Society program 
builds upon this foundation, using local 
history as a gateway to productive conver-
sations and storytelling to give voice to ex-

SPOTLIGHT

Civil Rights and A Civil Society
periences in the struggle for equality and 
democracy. Begun as a training experience 
for law enforcement officials and recruits, 
Civil Rights and a Civil Society facilitates 
conversations for groups throughout the 
community. Participants use the library’s 
unique resources to discuss complex com-
munity dynamics in ways that encourage 

open discussion and 
greater understanding 
through a historical 
framework. 

Civil Rights  and a Civil 
Society is international-
ly recognized and emu-
lated for its approach to 
community dialogue – 
6,598 people from uni-
versities, schools, com-
munity organizations, 
corporate groups, and 
law enforcement insti-
tutions participated in 
Civil Rights and a Civil 
Society this year. 

Nearly 92% of all attendees indicated that 
the program was effective in changing their 
attitudes and perceptions.  Through these 
conversations, we work to inspire cultural 
awareness, sensitivity, and empathy in our 
community and nation.

We have to know our history in order to progress, in order 
to move forward, in order to have better relationships 

with the communities that we protect and serve.
Richard Moore, TBI Assistant Director

10,000 people 
visited the Civil 

Rights Room

6,598 children, 
youth and adults 

participated in Civil 
Rights and a Civil 

Society

92% of participants 
reported a change 

in attitudes and 
perceptions
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BECAUSE  
AFTER SCHOOL 
IS JUST THE  
BEGINNING  
OF THE STORY.
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SPOTLIGHT

NAZA
The hours between the end of the school 
day and the end of a parent’s work-
day can be a vulnerable time for kids.  
National studies show that unsupervised 
students are more likely to engage in crime,  
become victims of crime, or to try risky  
behaviors between the hours of three and 
six o’clock. While those hours can repre-
sent a precarious in-between space for 
kids, Nashville Public Library believes that 
space can be reclaimed for tremendous 
exploration and potential. That’s why we 
invest in the Nashville After Zone Alliance.

Nashville After Zone Alliance (NAZA) 
is a nationally recognized network of  
free, high quality afterschool programs 
that provide Metro Nashville Public 
Schools (MNPS) middle school stu-
dents with safe spaces to learn and  
explore creative outlets, both at school 
and in the community. Designed to ex-
pand the horizons of our city’s youth, 
NAZA supplements in-school learning 
while introducing middle school stu-
dents to new learning opportunities.  

The NAZA  
program takes kids 
off the streets and 

puts them in an 
environment where 

they can learn 
fellowship, and have 

a good time.
Steve Fleming, 

Bethlehem Centers 
CEO

At  NAZA-sponsored  s i tes , k ids  do  
homework, develop their social  and  
emotional skills, and participate in engag-
ing academic and enrichment activities led 
by caring adults. 

Over the past school year, NAZA supported 
the growth of 2,097 young people through 
quality programming at 44 safe spaces in 
middle schools and throughout the city. 
The learning didn’t stop when the last 
school bell rang, either. This summer, 304 
kids participated in our STEAM program-
ming offered in cooperation with Metro 
Parks. We also partnered with the Mayor’s 
Opportunity NOW initiative to provide 504 
high school students with opportunities 
through our Teen Explorers’ Camp. 

Because we know that educators are at 
the heart of thriving afterschool programs, 
NAZA also offers professional support to 
organizations working with Nashville’s 
youth. This year, we conducted training for 
309 youth workers. In doing so, we estimate 
that NAZA has also indirectly benefitted 
nearly 5,700 young people. 
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BECAUSE 
LEARNING 
SHOULDN’T  
BE LIMITED BY  
A BUS ROUTE.
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Ask a Metro Nashville Public School librar-
ian, and they’ll tell you: our students love 
to read. Some devotedly follow their fa-
vorite series of fantasy fiction; others start 
book clubs with their friends, and some 
even download graphic novels to read on 
their phones. Unfortunately, transportation 
barriers can make it difficult for many of 
these young readers to visit a library regu-
larly. For many students, the school library 
is their only easily-accessible resource for 
the books and tools they need. That’s why 
Nashville Public Library collaborates with 
Metro Nashville Public Schools to invest in 
Limitless Libraries. Limitless Libraries is a 
nationally-recognized initiative that shares 
Nashville Public Library’s collections with 
all 125 of our city’s traditional public 
schools, removing all barriers to access for 
students and teachers by delivering phys-
ical and digital materials directly to school 
libraries. 

Through this program, Metro students' 
school ID becomes their library card. Stu-
dents can request any book or resource 
from our collection and have it delivered 
right to their school within a week. That 
means that each of Nashville’s 92,000-plus 

I've seen Limitless Libraries impact students a lot over the past few years.  
There are some kids who, like me, found out about the program through a librarian  
and now order their favorite books just as frequently as me. Sometimes, I've gotten  

a smile on my face over the years when I see kids zooming over to the counter  
to check for their books just as eagerly as I did and still do to this day.

Kathleen, Limitless Libraries student participant

SPOTLIGHT

Limitless Libraries
public school students and educators 
has access to over two million physical 
and digital items – everything from classic 
novels to ebooks, databases, and audio-
visual materials for English Language 
Learners. This year, patrons of Limitless 
Libraries checked out 176,828 items, 
96,993 of which were sent through our 
school delivery system. 

Limitless Libraries is a truly innovative 
collaboration, and it’s yielding exciting 
results in our schools. This school year, 
83% of responding Metro students re-
ported checking out books for fun, a 
15% increase from last year, and 61% 
checked out books to support their stud-
ies. Plus, 20 school libraries stayed open 
this summer because of our advocacy, 
and independent reading time is now 
being encouraged in Metro schools. 

At the library, we believe in limitless 
learning. Limitless Libraries is helping to 
make that a reality in our schools.

92,000+  
Nashville public 
school students 

have access 
to over  

2 million  
physical and  
digital items.
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BECAUSE 
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TO LEARN 
SOMETHING 
NEW.
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At Nashville Public Library, we are com-
mitted to connecting adults and seniors 
in our community with the resources they 
need to succeed. Nashville adults come 
to the Library with a variety of educational 
needs. Our city is richly diverse and con-
stantly growing, which means many of our 
neighbors need English language and citi-
zenship support. This August  alone, more 
than 900 Nashville residents participated in 
our English language learning programs, 
and close to 800 more were on the waitlist. 
In addition, many residents are looking for 
opportunities to close the gap between 
their current skill sets and the personal vi-
sions they have for themselves. In Davidson 
County, 12% of adults lack basic reading 
comprehension skills; even more do not 
have a high school diploma or equivalent, 
and many are unemployed. Overall, an es-
timated 250,000 residents need adult edu-
cation support.

SPOTLIGHT

Adult Literacy

NPL exemplifies true 
partnership. They allow 
collective need to drive 
programming, which is 
why they are the best in 
the nation. The library 

provides what the 
community values. 
Kim Karesh, CEO of the  

Nashville Adult Literacy Council

Our Adult Literacy program staff partner 
with more than 35 local organizations to 
offer scheduled classes, drop-in sessions, 
and one-on-one teaching throughout our 
community. We support residents’ life-
long growth in digital literacy, job skills, 
high school equivalency, English language 
learning, and more. This year, more than 
4,500 adults benefitted from 1,000 classes 
and workshops.

While we provide space and resources for 
classes, we know an educational program 
is only as strong as its teachers. That’s why 
we are dedicated to fostering literacy 
partnerships, leading a citywide conver-
sation among adult educators about best 
practices and collaboration techniques, 
and provide educators with opportunities 
for professional development. This year, 
at our annual Middle Tennessee Adult Ed-
ucation Symposium focused on issues of 
collective impact and systems change. Our  
Adult Literacy program provides vital  
support for our city, and the library  
continues to be a hub for Nashville’s adult 
education community.
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Today, digital technology is at once an 
everyday reality and an ever-evolving 
frontier. Yet, while digital tools continue to 
transform the ways we learn and work, a 
lack of digital literacy skills presents a bar-
rier to student achievement, employment, 
and higher education. Many Nashvillians 
turn to their neighborhood library for help. 
Hosting nearly 800,000 public computer 
sessions each year, Nashville Public Library 
has become our city’s center for digital 
education and public access to technol-
ogy. Beyond providing our patrons with 
free access to computers and the internet, 
we offer a comprehensive series of free  
digital literacy programs and resources that 
equip people to thrive in a digital world.

Our Digital Inclusion initiative takes digi-
tal literacy beyond the library and into the 
community, increasing access to digital 
education and cultivating a more digitally 
literate society. We partner with organiza-
tions including FiftyForward and MDHA to 
develop classes and programs that meet 
the needs of our neighbors, from Metro 
students to senior citizens. This year, our  

Digital Inclusion initiative included 330 
classes, labs, and community events for 
more than 1,946 attendees across the city. 
We were especially excited to pilot our Cy-
berSeniors program in collaboration with 
FiftyForward and Opportunity NOW, which 
teaches older adults new computer skills 
with help from youth mentors. 

After taking part in Digital Inclu-
sion programs this year, 95% of 
participants reported feeling more 
knowledgeable about using digital 
resources; 90% reported feeling 
more confident with those resourc-
es; and 93% said they intended 
to apply what they had learned to 
their lives. We know digital liter-
acy can open a world full of pos-
sibilities, and we are equipping 
our neighbors to discover those  
possibilities for themselves.

SPOTLIGHT

Digital Inclusion

I am very excited  
about this new  

phase in my life. 
It is all because  
of you and the  

computer training  
I received through  

Nashville Public Library. 
Lee, Digital Inclusion graduate
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BECAUSE 
A LITTLE 
KNOW-HOW 
CAN MAKE A 
SMART PHONE 
SMARTER.
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WELLNESS 
SHOULDN’T 
BE A 
PRIVILEGE.
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We consider our neighbors’ health to be 
a big deal, and we understand that health 
is about more than just healthcare. Many 
Nashville residents can face significant bar-
riers accessing wellness information and 

activities. In fact, Davidson Coun-
try has been ranked 44th among 
95 Tennessee counties for socio-
economic factors affecting health 
outcomes: 22% of Nashville 
adults have not graduated high 
school, 29% of our children live 
in poverty, and 19% of residents 
face severe housing problems. 

The library aims to break down 
those barriers to access. While we 
hold health and wellness classes 
at all of our branches, the Be Well 
at NPL program focuses on en-
riching the communities served 
by our branch locations through 
free health activities, education, 
and resources provided in a safe 
and welcoming environment. 
Residents can attend nutrition 
seminars, join a casual cooking 
club, stretch out during weekly 
yoga classes, and more. Be Well 
at NPL also partners with several 
organizations in the community, 
such as NashvilleHealth, Small 

World Yoga, TSU Extension, Second Harvest 
Food Bank, NAMI Davidson County, Men-
tal Health Cooperative, and Neighborhood 

Health, to connect residents 
with the resources and ex-
pertise they need to enjoy 
healthier lives.

Be Well at NPL is making a 
big difference for Nashville 
residents. This year, we provided 1,952 
health and wellness programs to 25,595 
patrons. Plus, 81% of participants indi-
cated they would make a health change 
based on what they learned from Be Well 
at NPL. 97% of program attendees indicat-
ed that classes being free, welcoming and 
conveniently located affected their deci-
sion to attend. 

Most excellent class on 
smart eating… Shopping 

tips and saving money 
was a big plus. The 
teacher was highly 

knowledgeable, able to 
answer questions – she 
engaged the class and 

served tasty bites. 
Participant in a class on 

 “Eating Smart, Moving More”

Be Well at NPL
SPOTLIGHT
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BECAUSE A 
LITERARY 
COMMUNITY 
IS WORTH 
CELEBRATING.

Each year, the Nashville Public Library 
Literary Award brings an outstanding  
individual to Nashville to honor her or his 
achievements, to benefit the Library, and to 
promote books and literacy. In past years, 
the library has presented the Award to dis-
tinguished individuals and literary icons 
Margaret Atwood, Ann Patchett, John Lew-
is, Billy Collins, David Halberstam, John Ir-
ving, John Updike, David McCullough, Do-
ris Kearns Goodwin, John McPhee, Robert 
K. Massie, Scott Turow, and Jon Meacham.  
In 2017, the library’s fourteenth annual  
Literary Award honored award-winning au-
thor Elizabeth Gilbert, not only for her sig-
nificant achievements, but for her unique 
ability to inspire creativity, exploration, 
and discovery through the written word.  

The Literary Award weekend kicked off with 
‘the best book club in town’ – the Patrons 
Party. We had much to celebrate: the Nash-
ville Public Library Foundation’s twentieth 

SPOTLIGHT

Āþÿ7 Literary Gala 
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anniversary, Nashville Public Library’s rec-
ognition as the 2017 Library of the Year 
and, of course, the patrons who make it all 
possible. Held at the home of Keith and Jon 
Meacham and chaired by Anna Windrow, 
the Patrons Party honored former Nashville 
Mayor and Governor Phil Bredesen for his 
foundational work that’s helped grow NPL 
into a world-class library system. Guests 
mingled with friends and colleagues before 
sitting down to an insightful and entertain-
ing conversation between Meacham and 
Bredesen. 

The Nashville Public Library Foundation 
also invited the community to come to-
gether for a free Public Lecture given by the  
Literary Award Honoree. On Saturday 
morning, Elizabeth Gilbert joined Ann 
Patchett at Montgomery Bell Academy 
for an hour-long conversation touching 
on everything from Gilbert’s classic mem-
oir Eat, Pray, Love to her most recent book, 
Big Magic: Creative Living Beyond Fear. 

Finally, we capped off the weekend  
by honoring Elizabeth Gilbert at our  
annual black-tie Gala at the Main Library. 
Co-chaired by Denine Torr and Laura  
Anne Turner, the Literary Award Gala drew 
its theme from Gilbert’s Big Magic, looking 
to the future of NPL while celebrating where 
we’ve been.  More than 400 guests joined  
us for an evening of cocktails, literary  
conversation, and a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to meet and mingle with the  
acclaimed author.

Āþÿ7 Literary Gala 

Following cocktails and hors d’oeuvres 
in Ingram Hall, our guests ascended to 
the Grand Reading Room for dinner and 
remarks from co-chairs Torr and Turner, 
Foundation president Shawn Bakker, and 
Mayor Megan Barry. After dinner, Elizabeth 
Gilbert accepted the 2017 Nashville Public 
Library Literary Award with a moving per-
sonal story about the centrality of com-
munity to human thriving and creativity. 

In addition to honoring Gilbert and cele-
brating the library, we remembered Nash-
ville Public Library’s strongest advocate, 
Margaret Ann Robinson, with the inaugu-
ral Margaret Ann Robinson Leadership 
Award. Presented this year to Phil Brede-
sen, the Dollar General Literacy Founda-
tion, and the Turner Family, the award will 
continue to be presented every five years 
to individuals and organizations that have 
championed the mission of Nashville Public 
Library and its Foundation, just as Margaret 
Ann did for more than thirty years. 

This year’s Literary Award was a great suc-
cess, raising close to $800,000 to support 
the work of the Nashville Public Library 
Foundation. Proceeds from the weekend’s 
events ensure that NPL’s vital programs 
continue to enrich our community for years 
to come.
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BECAUSE WE 
CELEBRATE 
AND SUPPORT 
NASHVILLE’S 
FAMILIES.
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Last spring, Nashville Public Library Foun-
dation hosted its third annual Picnic with 
the Library fundraiser in support of the li-
brary’s signature children’s programming. 
Co-chaired by Cassidy Bentley and Ashley 
Frist, this was our biggest Picnic yet, with a 
sold out crowd of more than 600 people. 

Held in the Main Library’s Robinson Court-
yard and Children’s Department, families 
enjoyed an afternoon of picnic-style food, 
drinks, fun, and entertainment, including 
exclusive puppet performances by Wishing 
Chair Productions, music, crafts, face paint-
ing, a photo booth, and more. The Picnic 
was an incredible success, raising money 
for the Nashville After Zone Alliance, Studio 
NPL, Limitless Libraries, and Summer Read-
ing Challenge.

SPOTLIGHT

Picnic with the Library

332 0 1 7 — 2 0 1 8  A N N U A L  R E P O R T



SU
PP

O
RT

ER
S

Nashville Public Library and the Nashville Public 

Library Foundation thank our donors for their 

generous support. 

GIFTS BETWEEN JULY 1, 2017  — JUNE 30, 2018

Donors by Gift Level
Gifts of more than 
$100,000

Gifts of $25,000  
to $99,999

Dollar General Literacy Foundation

The Honorable and Mrs.  
Douglas S. Henry, Jr.�
Joe C. Davis Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Ingram* 
Margaret Ann and Walter  
Robinson Foundation
Mrs. Martha R. Ingram, 
Martha Rivers Ingram Advised Fund * +
Mr. and Mrs. J. Stephen Turner*

Advance Financial Foundation 

Bank of America Foundation

BlueCross BlueShield of 
Tennessee Health Foundation

Cal Turner Family Foundation

CoreCivic

Dan and Margaret Maddox  
Charitable Fund

Dollar General

First Tennessee Foundation

Friends of Nashville Public Library

Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Frist, Carol K.  
and Robert A. Frist M.D. Fund* +
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Frist III*
The HCA Foundation

Mrs. Phyllis G. Heard 

Ingram Content Group

BECAUSE 
GENEROSITY 
IS AT THE 
HEART OF 
WHAT WE 
DO.
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Gifts of $10,000  
to $24,999

Mr. and Mrs. Frank M. Bumstead* 

Cengage Learning

Mrs. William Sherrard Cochran, Sr.  *
Country Music Association  
Foundation

Ms. Caroline A. Davis*
The Honorable Karl F. Dean  
and Ms. Delta Anne Davis*
Deloitte

Economic Club of Nashville

Mrs. Irwin B. Eskind, 
Annette and Irwin Eskind  
Family Foundation*
ExpandED Schools, Inc

FirstBank

The Honorable and Mrs. William  
H. Frist, M.D.,  
Dorothy Cate and Thomas  
F. Frist Foundation*
Mr. and Mrs. Gary J. Haugen

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery N. Haynes*
HCA|TriStar Health

Mr. and Mrs. Clay T. Jackson*

Mr. and Mrs. William B. King*
Scarlett Family Foundation

The Dugas Family Foundation

The Frist Foundation

The James Stephen Turner  
Family Foundation

The Memorial Foundation

The Nissan Foundation

Ms. Laura Anne Turner*
UBS

West End Home Foundation

Jackson National Community Fund

Mr. and Mrs. J. Richard Lodge*
Miles and Music Foundation,
Mr. and Mrs. Dierks Bentley*
Montgomery Bell Academy

Nashville Public Education 
Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Eric Paisley*
Pinnacle Financial Partners, Inc.

Dr. Walter M. Robinson*
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart W.  
Speyer 
Shirley and Stuart Speyer  
Family Fund* +
Mr. and Mrs. Joe N. Steakley*
SunTrust Bank

SunTrust Foundation

T.W. Frierson Contractor, Inc.

The Blakney Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. James S. Turner, Jr.*
Mrs. Nicole Kidman-Urban and  
Mr. Keith Urban, 
Kid Fund

Vanderbilt University

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Williams III 
The Enchiridion Foundation*

Mr. and Mrs. J. Barry Banker*
Barge Design Solutions

Mr. and Mrs. Martin S. Brown, Jr.*
Mrs. Iris W. Buhl, Buhl Family 
Advised Fund* +
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Gifts of $5,000  
to $9,999

Anonymous

Mr. and Mrs. Victor S. Johnson III, 
Aladdin Industries Foundation, Inc.*
Atticus Trust*
Belmont University

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Bottorff

Mr. and Mrs. Jack O. Bovender

The Honorable Philip N. Bredesen 
and Ms. Andrea Conte*
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Campbell III

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Carlton
Mr. and Mrs. John N. P. Cooper

The Reverend Canon and 
Mrs. Fred Dettwiller*
Diversified Trust



Gifts of $2,500  
to $4,999
Drs. Vandana and Rick Abramson
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Adams

Dr. and Mrs. Dave Alexander

American Library Association

Aon Corporation

AT&T

Dr. and Mrs. Carl C. Awh*
Mr. Scott C. Chambers*
Chef’s Market

Dr. and Mrs. James F. Conrad*
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Cook, Jr.*
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas  
Cruickshanks, Jr.*
Mr. Carlisle R. Davis, Jr.*
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Eskind*
Dr. and Mrs. Steven Eskind*
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Fox, Jr.*
Mr. and Mrs. Jan Freitag*
Mr. and Mrs. Harrison Frist, Jr., 
The Mr. and Mrs.  
W. Harrison Frist, Jr. Fund

Mrs. Susan L. Garrett*
Dr. and Mrs. John Greer

Mr. and Mrs. Greg Hagood*
Mr. and Mrs. JR Hand
Mrs. Mary Hillard Harrington and 
Mr. Ryan Harrington 

Wild Heart, LLC

Mr. and Mrs. William Hawkins*
Dr. and Mrs. J. Brevard Haynes*
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Hindle

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Holmes*
Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Holton
Chancellor Nick Zeppos and  
Ms. Lydia Howarth*
Mr. and Mrs. Gavin Ivester*
Mr. and Mrs. William P. Johnston*
Junior League of Nashville

Dr. Kristine LaLonde and  
Dr. Claudio Mosse*
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Lasher*
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan A. Shayne*
Mrs. James R. Meadows, Jr. 
James R. Meadows, Jr. Foundation*
Mr. and Mrs. Tyson Moore*
Nashville Bar Association
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Mr. and Mrs. Ralph W. Mosley
National Endowment  
for the Humanities

National Film Preservation  
Foundation

naviHealth

Nelson Mullins Riley &  
Scarborough, LLC

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin G. Page, Jr.

Parnassus Books, LLC

Red Light Management
Mr. and Mrs. Colin Reed +
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Rick
Mr. and Mrs. Zulu Scott-Barnes, 
MSB Cockayne Fund, Inc.*
Mr. and Mrs. Clint Smith*
Mrs. John Stewart, 
Milly Ann and John Stewart  
Charitable Fund 

Blue Grass Community Foundation

Mrs. Howard L. Stringer *
The Willard R. and Frances  
J. Hendrix Foundation*
The Honorable Aleta Trauger  
and Mr. Byron Trauger *
Mr. and Mrs. H. Calister Turner III +
Ms. Katy Varney and 
Mr.Dave Goetz, Jr.*
Dr. and Mrs. Robert W. Wahl*
Mr. and Mrs. Blair J. Wilson, 
Linde B. Wilson Charitable Fund *
Ms. Anna Durham Windrow

WME Entertainment

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen F. Wood *

Dowdle Construction Group

Equitable Trust

Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Eskind, 
Jeffrey and Donna Eskind 
Family Foundation *
Mr. and Mrs. Steven D. Ezell*
Fifth Third Bank

Ms. Karyn McLaughlin Frist, 
Karyn McLaughlin Frist Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. William R. Frist
GHP Environmental + Architecture
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin W. Graepel, 
Better Life Foundation

Hastings Architecture  
Associates, LLC

Dr. and Mrs. David Horowitz

Mr. and Mrs. L. Owen Kelly

Mr. and Mrs. Brock Kidd 
Dorothy Cate and Thomas  
F. Frist Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Michael F. Lovett*
Mr. and Mrs. Ben May *
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Meacham

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Melkus 
Melkus Family Foundation *
Messer Construction Company



* Denotes membership in the Carnegie Society
+ Through the Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee

� Deceased

Gifts of $1,500  
to $2,499

Nashville Symphony

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Nicely

Dr. and Mrs. J.A. Oates

Mr. and Mrs. Laurence Papel*
Mr. and Mrs. Gustavus A. Puryear IV*
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin R. Rechter*
Reco Foundation*
Regions Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Ryerson
Sandra Schatten Foundation

Mrs. J. Ronald Scott*
Mr. and Mrs. Keith B. Simmons*
Mr. and Mrs. W. Lucas Simons*
Mr. and Mrs. William T. Spitz*
Beth and John Stein*
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Stephens*
Drs. Rebecca and Michael Swan*
Tennessee Arts Commission

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Torrence, 
Torrence Family Foundation*
United Ways of Tennessee

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Fall Wade, Jr.

Ms. Elizabeth C. Walls*
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen G. Young*
Dr. Mary Zutter and Mr. 
Sam Santoro*

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Alexander
Ms. Susan Adams Andrews*
Dr. and Mrs. Jeremy Bakker*
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey R. Balser*
Mr. and Mrs. H. Lee Barfield II
Baulch Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. John S. Beasley II*
Ms. Miriam L. Bliss and 
Mr. Dwayne W. Barrett,  
Bliss Communications 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bovender
Mr. and Mrs. Karl Braun*
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen T. Braun*
Mr. and Mrs. J. Stewart Bronaugh, Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. Phillip Brown

Mr. Martin S. Brown

Dr. Wyeth Burgess and 
Mr. Edward Burgess*
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel Swan Burrus*
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Cammack*
Ms. Corey Chatis*
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Clay, Jr.*
Mr. and Mrs. Neely Coble III

Mr. and Mrs. Joe C. Cook III*
Mr. and Mrs. Ross Copperman
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Corcoran III*
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin W. Crumbo

Mr. and Mrs. J. Bradford Currie*
Mr. and Mrs. Albert J. Dale III

Mr. and Mrs. William T. DeLay*
Mr. and Mrs. Marty Dickens

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Doolittle
Mr. and Mrs. Townes Duncan*
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Eason

Mr. David Esquivel*
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Ferguson

Mr. Brian T. Fitzpatrick*
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Fleming*
Mr. and Mrs. Keith D. Frazier*
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Frist, Jr.,  
Dorothy Cate and Thomas  
   F. Frist Foundation*
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Gaittens

Mr. and Mrs. Fred C. Goad, Jr.*
Joel and Bernice Gordon  
Family Foundation*
Mr. and Mrs. Frank E. Gordon

Dr. Gary S. Gutow*
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Haynes*
Ms. Robin Holab-Abelman and  
Mr. Stephen Abelman*
Mr. and Mrs. James G. Hughes*

Mr. and Mrs. David B. Ingram,    
Ingram Entertainment, Inc.*
Mr. Richard Eskind, 
Jane and Richard Eskind  
and Family Foundation*
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Johnson*
Mr. and Mrs. R. Milton Johnson*
Dr. and Mrs. Howard W. Jones*
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kelley

Dr. and Mrs. Will D. Kendrick*
Dr. and Mrs. Howard Kirshner, 
Andrew Allen Charitable  
Foundation*
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew H. Kisber

Mr. and Mrs. Walter G. Knestrick +*
Ms. Kelly J. Koeppel*
Ms. Leona M. Pratt and  
Mr. Neil B. Krugman*
Mr. Edward D. Lanquist*
Lipman Brothers

Mr. Mark Magnuson and  
Mr. Steve Westfield*
Dr. and Mrs. Raymond S. Martin III*
Dr. Nancy J. Brown and  
Mr. Andrew L. May

Ms. Julia McCown*
Ms. Melissa McPheeters*
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Miller

Mr. and Mrs. David K. Morgan

Mr. and Mrs. Kent Oliver*
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Patten

Dr. and Mrs. Philip M. Pfeffer,  
The Pfeffer Foundation*
Mr. and Mrs. Scott M. Portis*
Ms. Joan K. Raskin*
Mr. and Mrs. Clay Rhodes
Mr. and Mrs. Dudley C. Richter
Dr. and Mrs. Charles E. Roos
Mr. and Mrs. Gray Sasser

Mr. and Mrs. Eric Satz*
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Searcy*
Mrs. John Seigenthaler

Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Sewell*
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Mr. and Mrs. Jim Berkeley

Dr. and Mrs. Frank H. Boehm

Mr. and Mrs. Mark H. Brewer

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Brown

Mr. and Mrs. Rick Bryant
Mr. and Mrs. John Buntin

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Rawls Butler V
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Calloway

The Honorable and Mrs.  
James H. S. Cooper

Mr. Hubert A. Crouch

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Cummings, 
Cummings Family Charitable Fund

Mr. and Mrs. John Darwin III

Mrs. Jeanne Walsh Dinker

Mr. and Mrs. Baird Dixon

Ms. Deborah L. Dixon

Mrs. Wayne Dugas

Dr. Susan H. Edwards

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Elrod

Ms. Beth A. Fortune and  
Ms. Debbie Turner

Mr. and Mrs. Gerard V. Geraghty

Mr. and Mrs. Bradford Gioia

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen H. Horrell

Dr. and Mrs. Everette I. Howell, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Huskey

Dr. and Mrs. Tom Johnston

Mr. Paul H. Kuhn, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert C.H. Mathews III
Dr. Pat Matthews-Juarez *
Dr. and Mrs. Conn M. McConnell, 
Conn McConnell Charitable Fund

Gifts of $1,000  
to $1,499

Mr. and Mrs. Gary C. Shockley*
Ms. Bonnie J. Dow and 
Mrs. John Sloop*
Mr. and Mrs. Brandt N. Snedeker

Mr. and Mrs. Cromwell Tidwell III*
Mr. and Mrs. John Tighe*
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel D. Viner*
Mr. and Mrs. Richard F. Warren*
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene W.  
Weathersby, Jr.*
Dr. Jonna Whitman and Mr.  
Douglas B. Whitman*
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Whitson*
Mr. and Mrs. W. Ridley Wills II
Mr. and Mrs. W. Ridley Wills III
Mr. and Mrs. Toby S. Wilt, 
Toby S. Wilt Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Darryl Yochem, 
Yochem Family Fund 

Mr. and Mrs. James McElroy

Metropolitan Nashville  
Airport Authority

National Center for  
Families Learning

Ms. Agatha L. Nolen

Mr. and Mrs. Reed Omary
Ms. Tiffany Pack
and Dr. Bill Polk 

Ms. Emily Reynolds
Dr. and Mrs. Ashish Shah

Ms. Jacqueline Shrago

Mr. and Mrs. Irvin Small

Mr. Douglas Stolman

Ms. Ann M. Teaff and  
Mr. Don McPherson

Mr. Mark Deutschmann,  
The Village Real Estate  
Advised Fund +
Mr. and Mrs. Giles Ward

Ms. Regine A. Webster and  
Mr. Todd D. Fryling

Mr. and Mrs. Marcus Whitney

Ms. Kay Witt

Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Zibart

Ms. Victoria G. Ziegler
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“She loved that the  

wonderful resources of the 

Nashville Public Library were 

available to every Nashvillian.”

A LASTING LEGACY

The Margaret Ann  
Robinson Endowment 

As Libby Page, NPLF Board member and 
daughter of Margaret Ann Robinson, 
recently said: “Mom was a people-person 
down to her core, and she loved that the 
wonderful resources of Nashville Public 
Library were available to every Nashvillian. 
She knew everyone in her beloved city 
could find something to delight and inspire 
them in the Public Library.”

Margaret Ann Robinson transformed the 
Nashville Public Library for the better. For 
forty years she poured her intelligence, 
wit, and energy into the library, securing 
its place at the heart of Nashville and 
connecting with every corner of the 
community. Margaret Ann served on the 
library and foundation boards from her 
first appointment by then-mayor Richard 
Fulton in 1977 until her death in 2017. 
She left an indelible mark on the Nashville 
Public Library and Foundation, and we  
are deeply indebted to her advocacy  
and example.

The Margaret Ann Robinson Endowment 
was created in 2017 to carry forward 

the legacy of one of the Library’s fiercest 
champions. As NPL adapts to our growing 
city and its changing needs, the Endowment 
will stand at the center of the library’s 
support system, just as its namesake did 
throughout her life. 

Our community has honored Margaret 
Ann’s memory with an outpouring of 
generosity – within a year of its creation, 
the Endowment reached its initial goal of 
$1,000,000 in funding. 

Margaret Ann Robinson saw the library 
as a central thread in the tapestry of civil 
society – it is a community institution that 
connects people from all walks of life. The 
Endowment honors her work and her vision, 
ensuring that Nashvillians of all ages and 
backgrounds have access to our greatest 
civic treasure today and for years to come. 
Through all the ways that NPL continues to 
transform our community, Margaret Ann’s 
legacy lives on in support of the library  
she loved.
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As a department of Metro Nashville, Nashville Public Library receives the majority 

of its funding directly from the city. The Nashville Public Library Foundation was 

created in ÿ997 to enhance the library's programs, facilities and collections beyond 

the city's budget.We are pleased to share our joint fiscal story and showcase how a 

thriving partnership between local government funding and private philanthropy 

makes a difference for library patrons and the city of Nashville.

OUR FISCAL STORY

Nashville Public Library Financials 
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485,776 

1,506,156

1,133,523

3,327,689

 

6,453,144

30,793,711

143,394

656,649*
 

31,593,754

Capital Budget

Operating Budget

LIBRARY MAINTENANCE AND UPGRADES 
MADISON BRANCH RENOVATIONS 
MAIN CONFERENCE CENTER RENOVATIONS
MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT PURCHASES 
 

TOTAL FY18 CAPITAL BUDGET  

The capital budget funds the library’s physical footprint and uses bond proceeds 
to support construction, renovation and large library maintenance equipment. 

The operating budget is the annual amount approved by Metro Council to operate the 
Nashville Public Library System. This includes general fund appropriations (personnel, 
utilities, repairs and other costs associated with operating NPL facilities) as well as 
support from the Nashville Public Library Foundation and state and federal grants.

OPERATING BUDGET    
ADDITIONAL FUNDING
   STATE AND FEDERAL GRANTS  
NASHVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION
   DIRECT FUNDING TO NPL   
 

TOTAL FY18 NON-CAPITAL BUDGET  

*The Nashville Public 
Library Foundation 
provided an additional 
$2,012,682 on behalf 
of NPL and in total 
contributed $2.6 Million 
towards library programs, 
collections and facilities.
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CONTRIBUTIONS AND SUPPORT
SPECIAL EVENTS

EARNED INCOME
INVESTMENT EARNINGS
RESTRICTED FOR FUTURE YEARS
 
TOTAL REVENUE 

2,996,249 

577,497

49,337

520,292

(962,249)

3,181,126

426,868 

421,158

261,908

172,710

197,365

686,826

160,329

823,493
 

3,150,657
30,469

Revenue

The Nashville Public Library Foundation is supported by generous community 

members dedicated to building a brighter city by empowering one of our city's 

greatest resources - Nashville Public Library.

NPL Foundation Financials

Expenses
CHILDREN 

TEENS

LIFELONG LEARNING
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

GENERAL PROGRAMMING
COLLECTIONS

LIBRARY OPERATIONS
NPLF OPERATIONS
 

TOTAL EXPENSES
SURPLUS 

27%
27%

26%

20%
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LIBRARY LEADERSHIP

Great Professionals

O
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NPL Foundation Staff
Shawn Bakker 
President
Mary Brenna Corr 
Director of  
Marketing and Communications
Katie Johantges 
Administrative Assistant
Amy Renigar 
Director of Community Giving
Claudia Schenck 
Director of Operations and Events
Elizabeth Sherrard 
Director of Major Gifts
Felicia Terry 
Database and Strategic Information Manager
Shannon Wagner 
Institutional Giving Manager

Grace Awh
Jean Ann Banker
Shawn Bakker, President*
Cassidy Bentley
Mayor David Briley
Bonnie Dow
Missy Eason
Billy Eskind 
David Esquivel, Chairman
Kate Ezell
Beth Fortune

David Fox
Emily Freitag
Lucy Haynes
Bob Higgins
Don Holmes
Jerry Johnson
Kristine LaLonde
Ben May
Keith Meacham
Lee Molette
Tyson Moore

Kent Oliver, Director*
Kevin Orndorff
Libby Page
Senton Pojani
Joyce Searcy
Beth Stein
Denine Torr
Laura Anne Turner
Katy Varney
Jafar Ware, YLC Intern
Jerry Williams

Nashville Public Library Foundation Board of Directors

Nashville Public Library 
Foundation Advisory 
Committee
Beth C. Alexander
Anita Cochran
Doug Cruickshanks
Delta Anne Davis
Hon. Karl F. Dean
Janetta Fleming
Frank Gordon
Barbara R. Haugen
John Ingram

Cathy Jackson
William B. King
Mark Magnuson
Rusty Miller
Juli Mosley  
Laurence Papel
Keith B. Simmons 
Byron R. Trauger
Judy Turner
Alan R. Yuspeh

Next Chapter Society Council 
Brittain Brantley
Drew Digby
Jocelyn Gibbons
Jackie Gregory
Jalisa Haggins
Mary Catherine Lowe
Mallory Perdue

Kara Redding
Caitlin Reed,  
   President
Sydney Shearer
Hope Shores
Rebecca Slutzky
Sara Wigal

* Ex-Officio

42 N A S H V I L L E  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y  A N D  T H E  N A S H V I L L E  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y  F O U N D AT I O N



Kent Oliver  
Library Director
Elyse Adler 
Assistant Director for  
Community Engagement and Education
Susan Drye 
Assistant Director for Administrative Services
Andrea Fanta 
Communications Manager
Larry Price 
Assistant Director for Branch Services
Jena Schmid 
Assistant Director for Main Library
Felicia Wilson 
Assistant Director for Collections and Technology

Nashville Public Library Leadership
NPL Foundation Staff

LIBRARY LEADERSHIP

Public Library 
Nashville Public Library 
Board of Trustees
Adriana Bialostozky
Lucy D. Haynes
Sepideh C. Khansari
Robert K. Oermann
Keith B. Simmons, Library Board Chair
Joyce Searcy
Katy Varney
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TRA NSFORMING
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3701 Benham Avenue
Nashville, TN 37215
(615) 862-5863

Green Hills Branch Library

205 Rivergate Parkway
Goodlettsville, TN 37072
(615) 862-5862

Goodlettsville Branch Library

5501 Edmondson Pike
Nashville, TN 37211
(615) 880-3957

Edmondson Pike Branch Library

1409 12th Avenue South
Nashville, TN 37203
(615) 862-5861

Edgehill Branch Library

206 Gallatin Avenue
Nashville, TN 37206
(615) 862-5860

East Branch Library

2315 Lebanon Pike
Nashville, TN 37214
(615) 862-5859

Donelson Branch Library

4000 Clarksville Pike
Nashville, TN 3721
(615) 862-5856

Bordeaux Branch Library

720 Baugh Road
Nashville, TN 37221
(615) 862-5854

Bellevue Branch Library

615 Church Street
Nashville, TN 37219
(615) 862-5800

Nashville Public Library
Main Library

A  c i t y  w i t h  a  g r e a t  l i b r a r y  i s  a  g r e a t  c i t y.
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Edmondson Pike Branch Library

4312 Gallatin Pike
Nashville, TN 37216
(615) 862-5866

Inglewood Branch Library

3700 James Kay Lane
Hermitage, TN 37076
(615) 880-3951

Hermitage Branch Library

1039 28th Avenue N
Nashville, TN 37208
(615) 862-5865

Hadley Park Branch Library

612 17th Ave N
Nashville, TN 37203
(615) 862-5872

Watkins Park Branch Library

380 Thompson Lane
Nashville, TN 37211
(615) 862-5873

Thompson Lane Branch Library

5260 Hickory Hollow Parkway
 #201
Antioch, TN 37013
(615) 862-5871

Southeast Branch Library

4711 Charlotte Avenue
Nashville, TN 37209
(615) 862-5870

Richland Park Branch Library

117 Charles E. Davis Boulevard
Nashville, TN 37210
(615) 862-5985

Pruitt Branch Library

1010 Jones Street
Old Hickory, TN 37138
(615) 862-5869

Old Hickory Branch Library

1001 Monroe Street
Nashville, TN 37208
(615) 862-5858

North Branch Library

Gallatin Pike South
Madison, TN 37115
(615) 862-5868

Madison Branch Library

2301 Rosa L Parks Boulevard
Nashville, TN 37228
(615) 862-5867

Looby Branch Library
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is able to transform our city because 

Nashville believes in its library. For all the 

ways you support us — for your time, your 

energy, your investment, and your be-

lief — we thank you. Nashville Pub-

lic Library is the heart of our city, and  

you are the heart of the library.

Nashville Public Library
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615 Church Street
Nashville TN 37219

nplf.org

615 Church Street
Nashville TN 37219

nashvillepubliclibrary.org


